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It's true that our life
can change, if we
want it to. After wast-
ing many years of my
life in evil, in sin, in
desperation, and in
darkness, today | am
here to give testimony
to life, to the light! Life
changes and changes
for the good if we let
God enter in, and let Him guide us. I am really
happy to be a witness to the light because today |
know what it is and Who it is. The most impor-
tant light that I have today is the desire to
apologize, to apologize to those close to me, to
the young people who live with me, and to all the
persons who put up with my bad reactions, my
anger, and my negative moods. | apologize for
the all times | react in a bad way, for the many
times | don't know how to control myself, and
when I respond rudely to others or, still worse, |
speak badly abour my brother, Today I an cer-
tain that there is not a greater testimony to the
light, than meeting Jesus. Meeting Jesus means
not to be what before’ you can't be your old self
anymore. If you meet Jesus, you can't get angry
or upset anymore, and then pretend like nothing
happened. The Holy Spirit speaks to you, let you
suffer for what you have done, and then you feel
a burning desire to be at peace again with the
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person that you have hurt, even if it is your worst
enemy. It is not necessary to do extraordinary
things to be a wource of light for those with whom
you live. When you apologize, you are a source of
light; when you say thank you, you are a source of
light; when you admit your mistakes; you are a
source of light; when it would be easier to justify
yourself with your own arguments and you stay in
silence, you are a source of light. | want to say this
with my heart in my hands, because | have received
a lot of joy from the Community, above aoo from
the young men and women to whom I have been
closest. | am happy to be a witness to the light,
which I have seen in the eyes of many young men
who have passed through the cross, and have suf-
fered by saying, “yes” to life. | know that I arrived
at the gates of this Community : destroyed,
desperate, a liar, and without any desire to live. In
these last few years, | have had the grace to dis-
cover that the biggest sign of light is the cross. The
cross is a fountain of living light a light that endures.
Aoo the other lights are just light bulbs that sooner
or later burn out or explode. They give off light,
byt they also have a shadow. The light of the cross
instead give life! | have to give thanks to those who
had the courage to propose the path of the cross
to me, as well as that of sacrificeand of
renunciation, because these things have not only
saved me and given meaning back to my life, but
they prepared me to be a husband and a soon-to-
be-father. I thank the believe that the way of sacri-
fice bears fruit that generates light. Young people,
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don't believe those who pormise you joy and hap-
piness without the cross and without a lot of hard
work, because they lie, and a lie is the mother of
darkness. The Community is the biggest witness to
the light that I have ever met, and the eyes of Sister
Elvira are the most precious and generous fountains
of light in the world. I give thanks to God for all the
light that I have received, and I give thanks because
He gives me the courage to be a source of light.

My name is
Ranald.

I’'m 47 yearsold,
and | come form
Bronx in the USA.
| started messing
woth drugs and al-
cohol at the age of
15, three years af-
ter the death of my
mother. [ loved my
mother, but [ was
also blaming her
because she was
making the whole family dysfunctional. She was an
alcoholic, and she was never at home. She wasn't
spending a lot of time with us, and my sisters, my
brother, and | were using drugs. I lived that life for
35 years, stealing, selling and using drugs in the
streets of New York. It was a total hell for me. | was
never satisfied with myself. | was depressed, and
crack became my escape path. | was trapped in the
darkness for a long time. The things that were dis-
turbing me were: who am I? where do [ belong? why
can't I live like a normal person? I started under-
standing those thing 10 years ago. The thing that
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helped me the most was a small change that | made.
It was a step forwards towares the light of normal
everyday life. I got baptized, | started going to
confession, going to church, and praying. But that
didn't help me to end my addiction completely. I
was going in and out of many treatment centers,
but the only good that came out from that was my
counselor, Valerie. She got me close to a religious
order called the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal.
They have a house in the worst part of the Bornx,
and they reach out to the real poor: drug addicts,
alcoholics, and prostitutes. They were able to un-
derstand my condition. They saw in me the will to
stop wity the drug life and one of their priests tele-
phoned Our Lady of Hope to see if I could enter
there and, then, drove me to Florida to help me get
into Community. | entered Our Lady of Hope, and
at the beginning there | had a lot of difficulties. Tell-
ing the truth, sharing with others, being sincere were
things that | had never done before in my entire
life. I started seeing many things about myself. I re-
alized that I need help but, at the same time, I'm
able to help others, as well. Community life started
opening my eyes. Today | am a completely differ-
ent person, thanks to Community and, especially,
Sister Elvira and Father Stefano. They have put back
the light in my life. I'm staying in Medjugorje now,
and I'm having fun here. I've got my problems, but
| know how to handle them I'm going forward in
Community. I'm going forward in my life. Every day
is something special, something new. It is an op-
portunity to learn, to explore, and to umprove. |
found God, and I've discovered the value of prayer.
| hope to get consecrated and to continue doing
the Father's will. I found the ture Ronald inside me,
and | owe that to the “School of Life” called
Comunita Cenacolo.
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