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Pray! Pray! Pray

Queen of Peace Center U.S.A.
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Queen of Peace

F Monthly Message from Medjugorje
December 25, 2001

"Dear children! | call you today and encourage
you to prayer for peace. Especially today | call
you, carrying the newborn Jesus in my arms
for you, to unite with Him through prayer and to
become a sign to this peaceless world.
Encourage each other, little children, to prayer
and love. May your faith be an encou-
ragement to others to believe and to love
more. | bless you all and call you to be closer
to my heart and to the heart of little Jesus.
Thank you for having responded to my call.” |

Holy Father's Prayer to
Our Lady of Peace

O Mary, Help of Christians,

in our need we turn to you

with eyes of love, with empty hands

and longing hearts.

We look to you that we may see your Son, our Lord.
We lift our hands that

we may have the Bread of Life.

We open wide our hearts

to receive the Prince of Peace.

Mother of the Church,

your sons and daughters thank you

for your trusting word that echoes

through the ages,

rising from an empty soul made full of grace,
prepared by God to welcome

the Word to the world

that the world itself might be reborn.

In you, the reign of God has dawned,

a reign of grace and peace, love and justice,
born from the depths of the Word made flesh.
The Church throughout the world joins you in praising him
whose mercy is from age to age.

E-Mail: gregorynam@hotmail.com Tel:631.367.6191  FAX:631.367.6194
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Holy Father’s Prayer to Our Lady of Peace continue

O Stella Maris, light of every ocean
and mistress of the deep,

guide the peoples of Oceania

across all dark and stormy seas,

that they may reach the haven of
peace and light

prepared in him who calmed the sea.
Keep all your children safe from harm

for the waves are high and we are far from home.

As we set forth upon the oceans of the world,
and cross the deserts of our time,

show us, O Mary, the fruit of your womb,

for without your Son we are lost.

Pray that we will never fail on life's journey,

that in heart and mind, in word and deed,

in days of turmoil and in days of calm,

we will always look to Christ and say,

"Who is this that even wind and sea obey him?"

Our Lady of Peace,

in whom all storms grow still,

pray at the dawn of the new millennium
that the Church in Oceania

will not cease to show forth

the glorious face of your Son,

full of grace and truth,

so that God will reign in the hearts

of the Pacific peoples

and they will find peace

in the world's true Saviour.

Plead for the Church in Oceania

that she may have strength

to follow faithfully the way of Jesus Christ,
to tell courageously the truth of Jesus Christ,
to live joyfully the life of Jesus Christ.

Given in Rome at Saint Peter's, 22 November 2001, the
twenty-fourth of my Pontificate.

SHORT INTERVIEW WITH VICKA IVANKOVIC
"PRAY FORTHE YOUTH!"

Vicka is one of the three visionaries who are still having daily apparitions today.

by Marijan Sivric
The visionary Vicka lvankovic, is a special attraction for the pilgrims. Every one wishes to greet
her and ask something of Our Lady through her. While she was passing, we stopped her and
asked her how she felt on the "Peace walk", in which she was participating.
Vicka lvankovi: "Oh, you can't describe it with words. It really is majestic to walk behind Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament and pray the rosary and sing."
Marijan Sivri: And how do you feel after fifteen years of Our Lady's apparitions?
V. |.: "Super. Just the same as | felt on the first day. Our Lady recommends that we pray for the
youth, for families and for peace. She says that the youth of today are in a very difficult situation,
and that we should pray in a special way for them. And she urges us to pray for a particular plan
of hers which isn't yet realized."
M. S.: What plan is that?
V. |.: "She still hasn't said. We will see".
M. S.: You still haven't received the tenth secret?
V. |.: "That's right. For the moment | have nine".
M. S.: When do you expect the tenth?
V. |.:"Our Lady hasn't said anything about it. I'm waiting".
M. S.: So you still have daily apparitions?
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Interview with Vicka continue: Queen Of pe‘ace'

V. |.:" Yes, Our Lady appears to me every day, sometimes on the hill, sometimes in the Church,
and sometimes at home. It depends on wherever | am".

M. S.: What sort of prayers do the pilgrims most often pray?

V. |.: "People mostly pray for their own needs, and | try to persuade them to pray for Our Lady's
intentions too, to pray the rosary for peace".

M. S.: How and in what way have Our Lady's messages been accepted?

V. |.: "Our Lady told me that she still has many messages for us, but we cannot be ready for them
if we haven't even accepted the ones which have already been given, at least not in the way she
would like.

M. S.: What would Our Lady like?

V. I.: "She would like us to accept the message with our hearts and to live them. Often we accept
the message, we begin to live it, but then we get tired and we remain the way we were before.
And Our Lady would like that everyday we live her messages a little bit and that we would make
progress in our lives."

M. S.: Is that why she has stayed so long in Medjugorje?

V. I.:"I don't know. A long time ago we asked her how long she was going to appear for, and she
replied, "Why, are you tired of me already? "After that we never asked her again!"

_ From the darkness to the light

Personal testimony and a conversion story of a member of Cenacolo in Medjugorje.

I am 18, and | want to share with you a little of what | experienced before entering
Community and how I'm living now. At the age of 5, | was adopted with my sister into a new family.
| remember this day up 'till now. My sister and | were really happy because we finally had a mom
and dad and a home to go to. But inside me | already had problems. Even if | was real young, |
could not erase the memories of my past family, memories that really bothered me. It was weird
because all | could remember were bad things.

Growing up with my new family was real nice. | was a normal kid and my parents wanted
only the best for me. They would send me to good schools, and | remember | always did well.
Even though my parents were well off with money, they never spoiled me. | never got anything
without first deserving it. As | got a little older, things started to change. In school, | always
remember observing the older guys and always wanting to be like them. | saw the way they
dressed, the way they talked to one other, how they were smoking and there were always girls
around them. | would tell myself, "l want to be like that, too." Then, all of a sudden, things just
changed. In school | started dropping grades, and at home there was never peace. There was
always some kind of argument with my parents and with my friends. | was discovering new things
all the time 'till it led into drug use. And there was one lie after another. | would see myself
behaving one way with one person and another way with someone else. But the strange thing
was | knew that the way | was behaving was wrong, but | didn't want to change it. | just continued.

| said before that my parents never gave me anything without deserving it. But | got to a
point that | thought, "Who cares," and | would just take it anyways. At home thing got worse with
my parents. It comes to the point where | wished | had never been adopted. | would go off for
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From the darkness to the light continue

days and not come back. Inside me, | knew | couldn't go on like
this. | was ruining my family, and | knew that | wasn't happy. But
thanks to my mother's firm character and the help of some friends & ~
of the family. | was able to get help. | was sitting in fail when the
idea of Community came up, but | didn't want to hear about it. |
had a year and a half to do in jail, and this sounded better than
going to Community. It took my mother a lot of convincing to
change my mind, but | finally gave in. | entered in Medjugorje
because | was minor. It took me a while to get adjusted because
everything was different. | remember my first day, | saw that all -
these guys were happy, and it was hard to believe that they were once drug add|cts I
remember that, as time went on, things got harder for me. People wanted to help me, but |
didn't want their help. | didn't want to hear the truth, and | didn't even care about praying.
All | was thinking about was getting my year and a half over and going back to America.
But | noticed how no one would give up on helping me, even if | were hard headed. They
were always there ready to explain things to me. It was amazing. | knew inside of me that
these guys only wanted the best for me. They wanted to see me change, but more than
anything, they wanted to be my friends. Slowly things started to change in me. | started to
pray and to do Adoration. | would have never thought prayer could help me. When | was
younger, | prayed. With the help of a good friend of the family, | was able to learn all the
prayers, but | stopped there. | only prayed to God for selfish reasons, like when | wanted
something or when | was in trouble. But now | find myself praying in another way. | am
praying to become a better person. And ever since | started praying, | feel that my feelings
inside have started to change. | realized that | was really a sensitive person with many
problems. And when | realized all the problems | had, | told myself, "That's it. It's time to
start changing. It's time to start doing things for myself." | want to become a good person.
And thanks to all the guys around me who help me and tell me the truth every day. | know
| can become a good person. Now it's almost tow and a half years that | am in Community,
and even today | still see things in me that | want to change, like my moments of pride and
how I'm still a little selfish. | know these changes can only be done with God. ['ve tried on
my own and failed. Now it's time for me to trust God, to learn from my mistakes, and to
help others as well. It's not easy for me to stay in Community. Every day is a new fight. |
always tried to take the easy way before Community. | would laugh at the idea of suffering,
but now I'm happy to suffer because | know it all serves a purpose. And a lot of times
when | just feel like giving up, | turn to God for help because | know He is there and He is
going to help me.

The Community Cenacolo is a Christian association that welcomes lost, unsatisfied, delusioned,
and desperate young people who want to find themselves again, to find joy in life, and to find
meaning for their lives. Including the one in Medjugorje, there are 33 fraternities spread throughout
Italy and the world. For information: campoinfo@campo-della-vita.org
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