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Monthly Reflection
on our Lady’s Message

ADDRESS OF JOHN
PAUL Il

“Sound of Medugorje”
Conversion Story
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Queen of Peace
Missionary

Monthly Message from Medugorje
March 25, 2003

" Dear children! Also today | call you to pray for peace.
Pray with the heart, little children, and do not lose hope
because God loves His creatures. He desires to save
you, one by one, through my coming here. | call you to
the way of holiness. Pray, and in prayer you are open to
God's will; in this way, in everything you do, you realize
God's plan in you and through you. Thank you for having
responded to my call.” 03/2003

ROSARIUM VIRGINIS MARIAE
Holy Father has declared October 2002 to
October 2003 as the Year of the Rosary.

Excerption from “Apostolic Letter” of Holy Father

...With these words, dear brothers and sisters, | set
the first year of my Pontificate within the daily
rhythm of the Rosary. Today, as I begin the twenty-
fifth year of my service as the Successor of Peter, |
wish to do the same. How many graces have |
received in these years from the.Blessed Virgin
through the Rosary: Magnificat anima mea
Dominum! | wish to lift up my thanks to the Lord in
the words.of his Most Holy Mother, under whose
protection | have placed my Petrine ministry: Totus
Tuus!

October 2002 — October 2003: The Year of the
Rosary

3. Therefore, in continuity with my reflection in the
Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, in which,
after the experience of the Jubilee, | invited the
people of God to “start afresh from Christ”,®) | have
felt drawn to offer a reflection on the Rosary, as a
kind of Marian complement to that Letter and an
exhortation to contemplate the face of Christ in
union with, and at the school of, his Most Holy
Mother.

www.vatican.va



Monthly Reflection on the Message

" Dear children! Also today I call you to pray for peace. Pray with the heart, little children, and do not
lose hope because God loves His creatures. He desires to save you, one by one, through my coming here. I
call you to the way of holiness. Pray, and in prayer you are open to God's will; in this way, in everything
you do, you realize God's plan in you and through you. Thank you for having responded to my call."

Message of March 25, 2003

Also in

this
messa
ge, the Blessed Virgin Mary tells us: “Pray
with the heart and do not lose hope”. It may
happen that we lose hope, that we have the
impression that God does not hear, as if he
withdrew from this world and from his
creatures. But can God forget what he has
created?

"DO NOT LOSE HOPE"

In Our Lady’'s words, we can feel an
indestructible hope in spite of all the menaces
of war, catastrophes and dark prognostics
that fill the newspapers. Mary tells us that we
are also responsible for peace. Peace does
not come without our implication. Surely it is
more easy to remember God when we are
struck by a hardship or a calamity. War threat
and threat against life itself awaken us from
spiritual sleep and we remember that there is
someone who is absolute, almighty and not
threatened as we are. This is why we have to
find again the foundations and the source of
our life, the rock on which we shall build our
life and this world, and on which we shall
lean.

In Holy Father's Apostolic Letter “At the
beginning of the new millennium”, we can
also feel hope in spite of all that does not
awaken any hope in a better future.

In Jesus Christ, our God lived on this earth
and had the body, just as us, walked on the

paths of our life. Jesus and Mary were not
spared from suffering, cross, sorrows and
joys of life. We can either give in to despair or
cling to faith. Discouragement or faith. We
can lean on God, on the world of God, without
any other support, just like St. Peter when he
jumped into the water counting on the world
of Jesus, who said, “Come!” (cf. Mt 14,29) He
believed in Jesus. Faith and hope are vary
close, almost identical.

This is what Peguy writes: “I am not
surprised, says God, that people believe in
me. It is enough for them to look at my
creatures and they will believe. Love also
does not surprise me, because it is a gain for
them if they love one another, it us useful for
them. But hope, hope amazes me.”

Great saints were not tempted directly against
faith or against charity. Jesus himself in the
garden of Gethsemane was tempted against
hope. Little Teresa from Lisieux, on her
deathbed, was also tempted against hope
when the devil told her: “My dear, do you
really think that there is something after
death?” The Cure of Ars, who packed several
times his luggage to run away from Ars, has
not done it because he was losing faith or
love, but because he saw no hope at all.

There is one means to make us learn to
hope, the same that Jesus used when he was
tempted against hope or provoked to be
unfaithful from the will of the Father, which
was often so rigid: he spent night in prayer.
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The source of hope is prayer, and prayer
demands from us to be awake. In order to
practice hope, we have to become
permanently available as Mary, who
expressed it through her YES to the will of
God. Through her yes, God has done great
things. A human yes open the door to God so
that he may enter into this world and save it.
Today also, Mary pronounces this yes
through her coming here, inviting us on the
path of holiness.

Our Holy Father invites us on the path of
holiness. In his letter “Novo Millennio Ineunte”
(31), he says: “It would be a contradiction to
settle for a life of mediocrity, marked by a

minimalist ethic and a shallow religiosity.” In

his Speech on the Mountain, Jesus says: “Be
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”
(Mt 5,48). As if he wanted to tell us: be happy
as your heavenly Father is happy. In the
words of Mary, our Mother, let us hear the
echo of the words of Jesus, and let us allow
her to lead us to him.

Fr. Ljubo Kurtovic
Medjugorje, January 26, 2003

This article is from Medjugorje's own Web Site at:
http.//www.medjugorje.

ADDRESS OF JOHN PAUL II
TO THE TEAMS OF OUR LADY
ON THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN

1. On the occasion of your international meeting in Rome, | am happy to
welcome you, the regional leaders of the Teams of Our Lady (Equipes

Notre Dame), your international spiritual advisor Mons. Fleischmann and :
the other priests who have come with you. | thank the international . ~ Lo
leaders of the movement, Mr and Mrs de Roberty, for their cordial W&

greeting.

2. First of all, how could | not recall the person of Fr Henri Caffarel, your founder, who guided so

many couples and initiated them to the prayer of contemplation. On the centenary of his birth, |
am happy to join in your thanksgiving. Fr Caffarel taught the greatness and beauty of the
vocation to marriage, and, anticipating the fruitful directions of the Second Vatican Council, he
set forth the call to holiness set integral to marital and family life (cf. Lumen gentium, n. 11). He
knew how to proclaim the major traits of the marital spirituality that derives from Baptism and
underlines the dignity of human love in the plan of God. The attention he gave to the persons
who were involved in the sacrament of marriage led him to put his gifts at the service of the
"spiritual movement for war widows" that became the "Hope and Life" movement and gave him
the impetus to create the first Centres for the Preparation for Marriage present everywhere
today. Later on the "Teams of Our Lady for Young People" were created out of his concern to
support young people in their faith journey.
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3. In the face of the threats that weigh upon the family and the factors
that weaken it, you have chosen a pertinent topic for your meeting:
"Couples Called by Christ to a New Covenant". In fact, for the
Christian people, marriage, that was elevated to the dignity of a
sacrament, is by nature a sign of the covenant, of the communion
between God and the human person, and between Christ and the

Church. So, for the duration of their lives, Christian spouses receive the mission to manifest in a

visible way the indissoluble covenant of God with the human race. Christian faith presents

marriage as Good News: the total, reciprocal, unique and indissoluble relationship between man
and woman, called to give life. The Spirit of the Lord gives to spouses a new heart and makes
them capable of loving each other as Christ has loved them, and of serving life by living out the

Christian mystery, for in their union "the Paschal Mystery of the Death and Resurrection is being

accomplished" (Paul VI, Address to the Teams of Our Lady, 4 May 1970, n. 16).

4. Mystery of covenant and communion, the responsibility of the spouses invites them to draw their
strength from the Eucharist, "source of Christian marriage" (Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris
consortio, n. 57) and model for their love. In fact, the different phases of the Eucharistic liturgy
invite married couples to live their marital and family life after the example of that of Christ who
gives himself to human beings out of love. They will find in the sacrament the necessary courage
for acceptance, pardon, dialogue and communion of hearts. It will also be a valuable aid for
facing the inevitable difficulties of family life. May the members of the Teams be able to be the
first witnesses of the grace that one can find in a regular participation in the sacramental life of
the Church and of Sunday Mass, "celebration of the living presence of the Risen Lord in the
midst of his own people" (Apostolic Letter, Dies Domini, 31 May 1998, n. 31; cf. also n. 81) and
"antidote for confronting and overcoming obstacles and tensions" (Discourse to the Members of
the 15th Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family, 18 October 2002, n. 2).

5. Nourished by the Bread of Life and called to enlighten "those who seek the truth" (Lumen
gentium, n. 35), notably, their children, the spouses will be able to release fully the grace of their
baptism through their own mission within the family, in society and in the Church. This was the
intuition of Fr Caffarel, who did not want anyone to join "a team to become isolated ... but to learn
how to give him/herself to others" (Monthly Letter, February 1948, p. 9). Rejoicing in all that you
have undertaken, | exhort all the team members to participate more fully in the life of the Church,
especially with young people, who want to receive the exacting and exalting Christian message
of human love. In this perspective, the team members can aid them to live the period of their
youth and engagement in fidelity to the commandments of Christ and of the Church, allowing
them to find true happiness in the maturing of their affective life.

6. Your movement has developed its own pedagogy, based on the "concrete points of effort" which
help you as a couple to grow together in holiness. | encourage you to live them carefully and
perseveringly in order to love in truth. | invite you especially to develop personal, marital and
family prayer, without which a Christian risks being lost, as Fr Caffarel used to say (cf. L'Anneau
d'Or, March-April 1953, p. 136). Far from turning them away from their action in the world,
genuine prayer sanctifies the couple and their family, opens the heart to the love of God and of
the brothers. It also makes them capable of building history according to the plan of God
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(Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Letter on Aspects of Christian Meditation, Orationis formas, 15 October
1989).

7. Dear friends, | thank God for the fruitfulness of your movement throughout the world,
encouraging you to witness untiringly and explicitly to the beauty of human love, marriage and
the family. At the end of this audience, my prayer goes out to couples in difficulty. May they find
on their path witnesses of the tenderness and mercy of God. | wish to repeat my spiritual
closeness to separated persons, divorced persons, and the divorced and remarried, who, like the
baptized, are called, in respect for the laws of the Church, to participate in Christian life (cf.
Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris consortio, n. 84). Finally, | express my gratitude to the spiritual
counselors who make themselves available for you. They bring their competence and
experience to your lay movement. By means of their collaboration, priests and couples learn to
understand, appreciate and help one another. You who experience the grace of a priestly
presence, pray for vocations and fearlessly hand on to your children the call of the Lord.

8. Entrusting you, your teams and their families to the intercession of Our Lady of the Magnificat,
invoked each day by the members, and also to the Blessed Spouses Luigi and Maria
Quattrocchi, | impart to all an affectionate apostolic blessing.

www.vatican.va

All Married, Divorced, Separated Christian Couples, please read further about

"APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO OF POPE JOHN PAUL II
TO THE EPISCOPATE

TO THE CLERGY AND TO THE FAITHFUL

OF THE WHOLE CATHOLIC CHURCH

ON THE ROLE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY

IN THE MODERN WORLD

from the following link in the www.vatican.va website

http.//www.vatican.va/holy father/john paul ii/apost exhortations/documents/hf jp-
ii exh 19811122 familiaris-consortio en.html
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Testimonial of Faithful Sounds of Medugorje

Michael O'Brien — Rock Musician
By Wayne Weible

Michael O'Brien, a 25-year-old native of Cleveland, who was rapidly developing into a talented
rock musician, had come to be involved with Medjugorje. Six months earlier a friend showed him a
tape about the apparitions. He was immediately convinced it was real, and insisted his parents to
go to see firsthand what it was about. As good Catholics who had tried their best to raise their kids
in the faith, he was sure they would want to make a pilgrimage.

What Michael didn’t count on was going with his parents. They asked all of their other children but
none had accepted. Michael, acknowledged as the least religious of the family, was the last one
they thought world go with them. He was into rock music and all that came with it. Good and bad.
And now their son was on the verge of possibly getting a national contract and an opportunity to be
a recording star. For reasons unknown to him or his parents, Michael said yes. A few weeks later,
they were on pilgrimage to Medjugorije.

The family spent the first few days doing what everyone else coming to Medjugorje does: climbing
the hills and mountains, going to Mass and sharing stories with others. Michael was unimpressed.
It was only when their group went to meet visionary Vicka that this involvement began.

Standing around after Viska had spoken to their group, watching her sign autographs and having
her picture taken with the pilgrims, he imagined himself someday doing the same as a start singer.

Suddenly, Vicka looked at him and asked for a pen and paper. She began writing furiously; giving
the note to Michael and telling the interpreter that it was a special message for him from Our Lady.

The young man didn’'t know what to do or say. The message was written in Croatian. He was
shocked when the guide said, “Vicka says it is a special message for you from the Blessed Mother;
it says: ‘With your ability and musical talent, you can lead young people to God.”

Michael was stunned. He had never seen Vicka before, and she had no way of knowing he was a
musician. He stuck the note in his pocket, convinced that something special was happening, but
not willing to accept its consequences or its effect on his rising sings career. In the course of his
remaining days at Medjugorje, Michael experienced several other mystical occurrences that both
confirmed the message and frightened him. Struggling to ignore them, he was relieved when they
finally left for home and the note was stuck in a dresser drawer and forgotten.

6 month later, | (Wayne Weible) met Michael. | asked why he didn’t follow up with what had been
given to him if he thought it was from the Virgin Mary. He just shrugged his shoulders. Why did he
go to Medjugorije in the first place? “Well, it was a good way to see a part of Europe,” he answered
with a giggle.
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During my talk, he talked about how ill effects that rock music had on so many young people,
staring directly at Michael. But Michael never flinched; he had heard it all before.

Knowing this was my last chance, | approached Michael once again. “Why didn’t you do
something about the note? | mean, if it's really from the Virgin Mary, don’t you know there are
some beautiful religious songs that, well, you could do in a rock style. For instance, there is this
song called ‘Gentle Woman’, which is beautiful, and there are others like it.” Michael said,

“ I don’t know any of those songs but, who knows, maybe someday.....”

Several weeks later, | received an audiocassette tape in the mail. It was from Michael. On it was
the most beautiful singing of “Gentle Woman” | had ever heard! | sat there listening to it over and
over, with chills — and tears. Then | received another audiocassette tape with five religious songs

recorded by my new musician friend. The tape was called, “Sounds of Medjugorje.” He had done
the entire tape by himself, unknown to the rest of his rock group or his manager.

—— e e — — - — — e — — e — — = — = — = — — == — — == — — == —

A Prayer from Our Blessed Mother, (The following prayer was dictated by Our Lady to

Jelena Vasilj (locutionist) on April 19, 1983:)
Oh my Mother!

Mother of goodness, love and mercy!

| love you immensely, and | offer myself to you.
Through your goodness, your love,

and your mercy, save me!

| desire to be yours.

| love you immensely

and | desire that you protect me.

In my heart, oh Mother of goodness,

give me your goodness,

so that | go to Heaven.

| ask you for your immense love

that you may give me the grace

that | will be able to love each person

just like you loved Jesus Christ.

| ask you for the grace

that | be able to be merciful to you.*

| offer myself completely to you

And | wish that you will be with me at each step,
because you are full of grace.

| wish never to forget your grace,

and if | should lose it,

| pray that you will restore it to me again. Amen.

* The phrase "l ask you for the grace that | be able to be merciful to you,"” means: "Give me the grace to love your
will which is different than mine."
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