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Queen of Peace
Missionary

Twenty-second Anniversary of Our
Lady’s Apparitions in Medjugorje
Message of June 25, 2003

" Dear children! Also today, | call you with great
joy to live my messages. | am with you and |
thank you for putting into life what | am saying
to you. | call you to renew my messages even
more, with new enthusiasm and joy. May
prayer be your daily practice. Thank you for
havina responded to my call."

June 25, 2003 - Message of Our Lady,
given to Ivanka during her annual
apparition

“Dear children! Do not be afraid, I am
always with you. Open your heart for love
and peace to enter into it. Pray for peace,
peace, peace.”

“Through the rosary open your heart
to me”

THE 14th INTERNATIONAL YOUTH
FESTIVAL in Medugorje

July 27, '03- August 08, '03 13Days
Each every year, numerous young people from all over
the world gather to Medugorije to find Jesus through our
Blessed Mother. Our Lady tells them: “If you so wish,
grasp for the rosary. Even the rosary alone can
work miracles in the world and in your lives.”
(25.1.1991)

This is a great opportunity to visit
Medugorje with your children!

Application form available :www.gpmm.org

Meojucorie (17)



Monthly Reflection on the Message

" Dear children! Also today, I call you with great joy to live my messages. I am
with you and I thank you for putting into life what I am saying to you. I call you to
renew my messages even more, with new enthusiasm and joy. May prayer be your
daily practice. Thank you for having responded to my call.”

Message of June 25, 2003

Baaaaa S The Gospel
“"RENEW MY is the Joyful News.
MESSAGES Joy resounds in all

its pages, because
EVEN MORE, God has decided
WITH NEW to visit and save
ENTHUSIASM his people. At the

Visitation to
Elizabeth, Mary cried out: “My soul magnifies
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour!” (Lk 1,46) At the Annunciation, the
angel Gabriel greets Mary with the words:
“Hail (rejoice), full of grace... Do not be afraid,
Mary: for you have found favour with God.”
(Lk 1,28.30)

Today, Mary, Queen of Peace, speaks
to us with great joy, and she wants us also to
be joyful. To live her messages means to be
led to true joy. To follow the voice of the
Mother means to find a home and safety. To
obey to her voice means to become more
joyful, liberated and redeemed,; friends of God,
to whom Mary guides us. Her messages are
like signposts on the road, so that we do not
get lost. We need these signals to find an
unknown place. However, if we remain still,
we will never arrive. We have to start walking
and to keep on walking. The way will perhaps
not always be paved or straight, but it is
important to walk. On the way, we will
stumble, fall, bleed... but it is the goal that
counts, God, the source of life, for whom our
heart languishes.

Mary knows the way better than us;
she knows Jesus better than we know him.
The purpose of her messages is to make us
join with and meet Jesus. Mary wants us to
be joyful. Our joy is also her joy, just as our
sufferings are also her sufferings.

(18) Meorucorie

Mary thanks us, whereas it is us who
should thank her for her presence, her
proximity, her patience. She loves us with a
disinterested love, as if she was asking us:
“May | love you? Will you allow me to lead
you to life, to joy?”

Mary knows well the human heart. She
knows that it glows easily, and that its
enthusiasm disappears even more easily.
This is why she told us: ‘Renew the
enthusiasm of the first days of my coming’,
and today, she tells us: “Renew my messages
even more, with new enthusiasm and joy”.
The first days and the first years of her
coming were full of enthusiasm, of joy, of
readiness to suffer and to give all for Our
Lady and for God. However, narrow and
selfish human interests enter easily into this
small corner of Heaven that Mary offers to us
here; interests that darken the eyes of our
hearts, which, then, cannot recognize any
more the Heaven that came to us, and that
continues to come here, to Medjugorje,
throughMary.

What occurs here is a gift from Heaven, a
visitation of grace, which can remain fruitless
for us if we do not receive it with a humble
and open heart. We receive Mary in so far as
we love our neighbours, in so far as the
strength to support daily crosses grows in us.
We receive Mary in so far as we are able to
forgive more easily, to raise ourselves above
the earthly dirt towards which our weakness
attracts us, towards which this world draws us,
offering much, but finally taking away
everything.

Mary does not threaten us when she
says: “A time will come when I will no longer



Queen of Peace Missionary

be with you in this way”. The nearness of her Today, Mary wants to awaken all the
heart, and of her soul means time of grace. hearts that are asleep. She can do it and
This is why Mary, Queen of Peace, today, on she wants to do it. She is doing it today. Let
this 22" anniversary of her apparitions, us help her, so that she can help us. Let us
attracted so many hearts and such crowds, who approach her by our daily prayer; because
are hungry and thirsty for God. Mary knows to without prayer we cannot be close to her
whom she is coming, but all the pilgrims, who Heart and to the Heart of her Son, our
came today and who came on pilgrimage to Saviour Jesus Christ.

Medjugorje during all these years, also know to

whom they are coming to. In Mary, they Let us allow her to lead us to joy and
recognized their Mother, the Mother of the peace - to Jesus. Let us allow her that.
Saviour (like Elisabeth did), and they were not

mistaken.

Fr. Ljubo Kurtovic

Medjugorje June 26, 2003
© Information Centre "Mir" Medjugorje, www.medjugorie.hr.

Excerption from “Apostolic Letter” of Holy Father

...With these words, dear brothers and sisters, | set the first year of my
Pontificate within the daily rhythm of the Rosary. Today, as / begin the
twenty-fifth year of my service as the Successor of Peter, | wish to do
the same. How many graces have | received in these years from the
Blessed Virgin through the Rosary: Magnificat anima mea Dominum! |
wish to lift up my thanks to the Lord in the words of his Most Holy
Mother, under whose protection | have placed my Petrine ministry: ,
Totus Tuus! & L

October 2002 - October 2003: The Year of the Rosary

3. Therefore, in continuity with my reflection in the Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, in which,
after the experience of the Jubilee, | invited the people of God to “start afresh from Christ”,© | have
felt drawn to offer a reflection on the Rosary, as a kind of Marian complement to that Letter and an
exhortation to contemplate the face of Christ in union with, and at the school of, his Most Holy
Mother.

HOLY FATHER’S W
July _ PRAYER INTENTIONS 2003 b
General: An economy at the service of all.

That governments, and those responsible for the economy and finance of the world, may make an
effort to find modalities and conditions which guarantee all peoples the necessary means to live in
a dignified way.

Missionary: The sick people of Africa.

That all those in Africa who are sick—the victims of AIDS and other serious diseases—may
experience the consolation and love of God thanks to the services of the doctors and those who

lovingly take care of them.

www.vatican.v.
Meojucorie (1



Sounds of Medugorje
Michael O’Brien — Rock Musician

By Wayne Weible

Michael O'Brien, a 25-year-old native of Cleveland, who was rapidly
developing into a talented rock musician, had come to be involved with
Medjugorje. Six months earlier a friend showed him a tape about the
apparitions. He was immediately convinced it was real, and insisted his
parents to go to see firsthand what it was about. As good Catholics who
had tried their best to raise their kids in the faith, he was sure they would want to make a
pilgrimage.

What Michael didn’t count on was going with his parents. They asked all of their other children but
none had accepted. Michael, acknowledged as the least religious of the family, was the last one
they thought world go with them. He was into rock music and all that came with it. Good and bad.
And now their son was on the verge of possibly getting a national contract and an opportunity to be
a recording star. For reasons unknown to him or his parents, Michael said yes. A few weeks later,
they were on pilgrimage to Medjugorje.

The family spent the first few days doing what everyone else coming to Medjugorje does: climbing
the hills and mountains, going to Mass and sharing stories with others. Michael was unimpressed.
It was only when their group went to meet visionary Vicka that this involvement began.

Standing around after Viska had spoken to their group, watching her sign autographs and having
her picture taken with the pilgrims, he imagined himself someday doing the same as a start singer.

Suddenly, Vicka looked at him and asked for a pen and paper. She began writing furiously; giving
the note to Michael and telling the interpreter that it was a special message for him from Our Lady.

The young man didn’t know whaf to do or say. The message was written in Croatian. He was
shocked when the guide said, “Vicka says it is a special message for you from the Blessed Mother;
it says: ‘With your ability and musical talent, you can lead young people to God.”

Michael was stunned. He had never seen Vicka before, and she had no way of knowing he was a
musician. He stuck the note in his pocket, convinced that something special was happening, but
not willing to accept its consequences or its effect on his rising sings career. In the course of his
remaining days at Medjugorje, Michael experienced several other mystical occurrences that both
confirmed the message and frightened him. Struggling to ignore them, he was relieved when they
finally left for home and the note was stuck in a dresser drawer and forgotten.

6 month later, | (Wayne Weible) met Michael. | asked why he didn’t follow up with what had been
given to him if he thought it was from the Virgin Mary. He just shrugged his shoulders. Why did he

go to Medjugorije in the first place? “Well, it was a good way to see a part of Europe,” he answered
with a giggle.

During my talk, he talked about how ill effects that rock music had on so many young people,
staring directly at Michael. But Michael never flinched; he had heard it all before.
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Knowing this was my last chance, | approached Michael once again. “Why didn’t you do
something about the note? | mean, if it's really from the Virgin Mary, don't you know there are
some beautiful religious songs that, well, you could do in a rock style. For instance, there is this
song called ‘Gentle Woman’, which is beautiful, and there are others like it.” Michael said,

“ 1 don’t know any of those songs but, who knows, maybe someday.....”

Several weeks later, | received an audiocassette tape in the mail. It was from Michael. On it was
the most beautiful singing of “Gentle Woman” | had ever heard! | sat there listening to it over and
over, with chills — and tears. Then | received another audiocassette tape with five religious songs

recorded by my new musician friend. The tape was called, “Sounds of Medjugorje.” He had done
the entire tape by himself, unknown to the rest of his rock group or his manager.

The following prayer was dictated by Our Lady to
A Prayer from Our Blessed Mother, S orsisd Vasii (locutionist) on April 19, 19831
Oh my Mother!
Mother of goodness, love and mercy!
| love you immensely, and | offer myself to you.
Through your goodness, your love,
and your mercy, save me!
| desire to be yours.
| love you immensely
and | desire that you protect me.
In my heart, oh Mother of goodness,
give me your goodness,
so that | go to Heaven.
| ask you for your immense love
that you may give me the grace
that | will be able to love each person
just like you loved Jesus Christ.
| ask you for the grace
that | be able to be merciful to you.*
| offer myself completely to you
And | wish that you will be with me at each step,
because you are full of grace.
| wish never to forget your grace,
and if | should lose it,
| pray that you will restore it to me again. Amen.

¥

* The phrase "l ask you for the grace that | be able to be merciful to you,” means: "Give me the grace to love your
will which is different than mine."
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