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Our Lady's Monthly Message * February 25", 2004

Dear children!

Also today, as never up to now, | call you to open your hearts to
my messages. Little children, be those who draw souls to God
and not those who distance them. | am with you and love you all
with a special love. This is a time of penance and conversion.
From the bottom of my heart, | call you to be mine with all your
heart and then you will see that your God is great, because He
will give you an abundance of blessings and peace.

Thank you for having responded to my call.

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions For 2004

JANUARY 2004

General: That all men and women may recognize that
they are members of God's one family and end wars,
injustice and discrimination among themselves.

Missionary: That every mission Church may engage itself
in the training of apostolic personnel.

FEBRUARY 2004
General: For peaceful co-existence among Christians,
Jews and Muslims in the Holy Land.

Missionary: That In Oceania priestly and religious
vocations for evangelization in the local Churches may
receive special care.

MARCH 2004

General: That the land, culture and all the rights of the
indigenous populations of the world may be respected,
so that true harmony between them and those among
whom they live may be attained.

Missionary: That in Africa, cooperation between
missionary Institutes and local Churches may grow, with
respect for the variety of gifts.

APRIL 2004

General: That solid preparation of the candidates for holy
orders and permanent training of ordained ministers may
be carefully provided for.

Missionary: That the missionary spirit of "Ad Gentes" may
become a theme of reflection and a matter of constant
commitment in the ordinary pastoral activity of the
Christian community.



MONTHLY REFLECTION ON THE MESSAGE

" Dear children! Also today | call you to pray. Pray, little children, in a special way for all those who have not come to
know God's love. Pray that their hearts may open and draw closer to my heart and the Heart of my Son Jesus, so
that we can transform them into people of peace and love. Thank you for having responded to my call."

Message of January 25, 2004

"TO COME TO KNOW
GOD'S LOVE"

Our Heavenly Mother, the Queen of Peace, addresses
her maternal word to us all, tirelessly, patiently, and
with a challenging love. The love of Mary, our Mother,
does not leave us passive, but wants to move us to do
something beautiful and good for God in our
neighbour. We can be moved only if we allow God to
touch us and to bring us in motion. Only the one who
has met God, and who has made the experience of
how much God loves him, will be able to give to the
others what he himself has received. We cannot give
what we do not have, and we cannot have if we do
not ask from God who is not giving in a stingy way,
but abundantly.

Nobody can say: "love God so much that |
cannot love Him more". We can always love more
and in as stronger way.

Mary, our Mother, wants that we understand how
much God loves us. The love of God is so tender that
it never imposes itself. God never brings confusion to
the soul; He prefers to attract it and to fill it with His
love.

However, God cannot fill what is already filled by
something. We must empty ourselves so that He may
fill us. Jesus teaches us: "Blessed are the pure of
heart, they shall see God"(Mt 5,8) Only a purg heart
can see God and can recognize in his neighbour
somebody for whom he is himself responsible. We are
all responsible for one another and we are linked to
one another by invisible spiritual bonds. We radiate
around us the good or the evil. Today still, through
Mary, God needs our hands, our voice, our feet, to
love this world through us. God does not expect from
us great and magnificent deeds, He rather asks us to
put love in all that we do. We cannot and we should
not keep the love of God for ourselves. The goal of

our efforts, of our prayers and of our deeds is not to
come to God and to remain near Him, but to attract to
Him all humanity all those whom He has put on our
way; or rather to allow that He attracts them to Himself
through us, and that He grants them health, peace,
and freedom.

Today still, through Mary, God needs our

hands, our voice, our feet, to love this world through
us. God does not expect from us great and
magnificent deeds, He rather asks us to put love in all
that we do. We cannot and we should not keep the
love of God for ourselves. The goal of our efforts, of
our prayers and of our deeds is not to come to God
and to remain near Him, but to attract to Him all
humanity all those whom He has put on our way; or
rather to allow that He attracts them to Himself
through us, and that He grants them health, peace,
and freedom.
Blessed Mother Teresa said: "True love always
brings suffering. It is always a suffering". Love and
suffering always go together. This is also what Christ
showed us. He loved us even in pain. He loved us, but
not because it would be pleasant for Him. He went
until the death on the cross. Jesus teaches us when
He tells us: There is no greater love than to give
one's life for those whom one loves. You are my
friends if you do what | command you . (Jn 15,13-14)
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QUEEN OF PEACE MISSIONARY
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Today, the world is not hungry of things or
money, but of love. We are created for love. If we do
not have love, we will seek to fill this emptiness with
things and with fleeting pleasures, but we cannot cheat
our heart and our soul, because they claim the source
that has created them. The greatest hunger of human
beings is to love and to be loved. We become sick
because we do not love and because we do not make
the experience of the love of God. This is why - also in
this message - Mary, our Mother, calls us: "Pray".
However, prayer is not a psychological need, but a
request of the love of God. Love is prayer. If we do not
pray, we will not be able to love, and if we do not love,

we will not have the strength to die to ourselves and to
our selfishness, which hurts us as well as the others
around us.

Let us not become weary to walk on the way to which
our Mother calls us, and on which She goes with us, in
order to lead us to the source of life - to God. Yl

Fr. Ljubo Kurtovic
Medjugorje January 26, 2004
Information Centre "Mir' Medjugorje, www.medjugorje.hr

The Hail Mary Prayer in
Latin and French language

Crotian
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum,

benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui lesus.
Sancta Maria mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc,

et in hora mortis nostrae.
Amen

Italian

Je vous salue, Marie, pleine de grace.

Le Seigneur est avec vous.

Vous este bénie entre toutes les femmes,
et Jésus, le fruit de vos entrailles, est beni.

Sainte Marie, Mere de Dieu, Priez pour nous, pauvres pecheurs, /

maintenant et a I'heure de notre mort.
Amen

. o102 of

Pray for us, Gospa



MSGR. JESUS A CABRERA, BISHOP OF ALAMINOS

(PHILIPPINES) IN MEDJUGORJE

Msgr. Jesus a
Cabrera, bishop of
Alaminos (Philippines)
came on a private visit
to Medjugorje from
October 15 to 17,
2003. He came to
Europe, because he
went to Rome for the
beatification of Mother
Teresa. He told us:

"Il read magazines
about Medjugorje and | heard about Medjugorje
through people who came here. In one of the
churches in the diocese, people have the statue of
Our Lady of Medjugorje. We already have the statue,
so Medjugorije is well known.

| would like also to tell you a very interesting story. |
think it was in 1990. A group of Philippinos came here.
Those who come here are those who have money,
those who are rich, but the priest, just like me, he was
brought here freely. He went to the mountain, and he
was asking the Blessed Mother: "Only those who are
rich are able to come here to Medjugorje. What about
the poor "And he heard loud and clear what the
Blessed Mother told him: "I am going to them, | am
with them." | was very happy when | heard this! Our
Lady goes to them! There is a grace for those who
come, but Our Lady herself goes to the poor!

The official thinking of the Church in the Philippines is
the same as the position of Rome. Medjugorje is not
officially recognised by Rome. We think that in this
place, many people are inspired to a better life, the
Church does not forbid to anybody to come here, and
many Philippinos come here. We can see the good
fruits, the effects on those who come here. There is
not an official position. As long as our devotion is in
reasonable limits... | am very happy when | see my
people pray more. They receive more Holy
Communion, they go for Mass, they go for confession,
they become better... | think, this is the work of the
Blessed Mother. This is what counts a lot. We have to

wait maybe for a spectacular miracle to happen that
the Church recognises Medjugorje! There are already
many, many miracles of grace that happen. They
happen in the lives of people. The fact that they come
closer to God, | think, that this is the sign.

As a priest, as a bishop, | always consider myself as a
priest of Mary. | am doing the work of Mary. As a
priest, as a bishop, | have to bring people to Jesus
and | have to bring Jesus to the people. So, the more
I myself have the spirit of Mary, the more | can be able
to fulfil my mission as a priest or as a bishop.

Personally, | am very, very happy here. Early this
morning, when all my companions were asleep, | went
to the Apparition Hill all by myself. It was very cold, |
did not know the way, but | prayed to the Blessed
Mother and she showed me the way. On the way, |
lost my handkerchief, but | found a flower. It was the
only flower around, | picked it up, and when | reached
the statue, | was excited like a child. | said: "Blessed
Mother, | have a flower for you!" | was so much at
peace as | prayed. The Blessed Mother made me feel
that she was very happy that | was there. | was
praying for all, especially for the members of the
group. They are also very, very happy here. We had
Mass here, then we all went up there, and it was so
beautiful as we were praying together. The younger
ones were helping the older ones to climb... It was the
picture of our life here on earth: we have to help one
another. When we came up, when we saw the statue
of the Blessed Mother, it was something really
beautiful. Y

MEDJUGORJE (: )



TESTIMONIALS

The messages are very, very timely and they are meant for all of us. | always see the Blessed Mother as a special
messenger of Jesus. She wants all of us, all, to be a saint. This is why she makes extra efforts to reach us, to help
us to remind us what to do and how to reach the Kingdom. This is a sign of a great love of the Blessed Mother of
all of us. It is also the proof that the Blessed Mother is actively concerned and active for our well-being. She wants
all of us to be really happy and to have real peace. All we have to do is to listen to the messages, to read them, to
put them into practice. | remember what is written in the Psalm of today: "If today you hear his voice, harden not
your hearts!" Make sure that your heart is receptive of the messages and put them into practice!

| am acting as an instrument of the Blessed Mother. She had appeared several times in several places. The
message she had been giving is coming from God himself. She tells us to pray and pray. We should place God as
the first and foremost in our life. That is why we have to be converted and make sure that our heart, our mind and
our whole life are turned to God. Often, our heart is fixed on material things like money, power, and similar things.
The Blessed Mother tells us to pay more attention to what her Son is telling us. Holy Mass, Holy Communion,
Confession... To be more concerned about other people, making sacrifices, doing works of love for other people.

| believe that if we listen more to the message of the Blessed
Mother, and if we are one in loving God and one another, we
shall experience real peace among ourselves, no matter
what country we come from, because our hearts will be
disposed to accept one another and to help one another.
That is how we realise that, after all, we are all one family,
one big family, brothers and sisters. We are one family and
we have only one Father. How wonderful it is when we pray
in all sincerity: "Our Father"! We realise that every person is a
brother and sister whom we love. This is what the Blessed
Mother wants

The fruit of the mission of the Blessed Mother is all of us, that
we become one family, one Church. | feel very much at
home here. It is as if Our Lady was telling me, This is your
home!" (Yl
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