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John Paul II Convokes '""Year of Eucharist"

From October 2004 to "Church lives from the Eucharist," has made this
sacrament the focus of his pastoral concern, as
October 2005 reflected in his 2003 encyclical, "Ecclesia de
The Holy Father will open the Eucharistia."
Year of the Eucharist at o

the 48th International "Christ, 'the living bread which
World Eucharistic came down from heaven,' is the

Congress in Guadalajara : \
only one who can satisfy man's

. £ hunger at all times and in all

parts of the earth," he said.

In the Eucharist, "Christ gives his Body and Blood for
the life of humanity. And all those who nourish
themselves worthily at his table, become living
instruments of his presence of love, mercy and peace,"
the Pope explained.

As has been the custom since the beginning of this
pontificate, at the end of the Mass John Paul II
presided over the procession of the Eucharist from the
Basilica of St. John Lateran to that of St. Mary Major.

On the feast of Corpus Christi John Paul II announced
a "Year of the Eucharist" that the Catholic Church will
observe from October 2004 to October 2005.

At the Mass he presided over today in the Basilica of
St. John Lateran, the Pope explained that the Year of
the Eucharist will begin with the International
Eucharistic Congress, Oct. 10-17, in Guadalajara,
Mexico.

The year "will end with the next ordinary assembly of
the Synod of Bishops, which will be held in the
Vatican from October 2-29, 2005, and whose theme
will be 'The Eucharist: Source and Summit of the Life
and Mission of the Church," the Holy Father added.

John Paul II, who reminded the faithful that the

. ojF=12|of




Monthly Reflection on the Message

new hearts are waiting for us, if we respond to Our
Lady’ s invitation. She wants us to believe that a new
life, and complete change in our lives, is possible. And
not just possible, but really God's desire!

If we believe, we will have the strength to "kneel and
to open [our] hearts before God." This is the key to
change. We must come before the Lord in an attitude
of reverence, awe, and complete trust. Kneeling is
significant of such an attitude. And when we approach
the Lord in this attitude of trust and reverence, we will
open our hearts to Him. It is in the heart that change
takes place. If we can invite the Father into our heart,
with no fear, He will begin to recreate it in His image!
He will help us to have new hearts!

1 I would like to suggest a helpful method for opening
August 2 5, 2004 Message our hearts to the Father in this way. It involves praying
through the Twelve Steps traditionally associated with
Alcoholics Anonymous. These steps are a wonderful
way to open up to the Lord in a practical and fruitful
way. We may not have a terrible addiction, but each of
. us has something we wrestle with deep in our hearts.
Dear children! 1 call you all to Those things that plague us can only be beaten by the
conversion of heart. Decide, as in Lord. Understanding this is half the battle. Just as Our

the first days of my coming here, Lady says, if we open our hearts to the L9rd, He will
hear our prayers and answer them. He will enter our

for a complete change of your life. hearts and conquer what dwells there, freeing us to
In this way, little children, you will worship and love Him.

have the Strength to kneel and to Step one : We admit we are powerless over -
open your hearts before God. God that our lives have become unmanageable.

will hear your prayers and answer Just as my friend admitted yesterday, we all have

something that troubles us deeply. It may be an

them. Before God, I intercede for addiction, but it may be a fear or a debilitating attitude.

each of you. Thank you for having
responded to my call.

Dear Family of Mary!

Our Lady message is stirring up new hope in my life!
New life is possible! New hopes, new dreams, and

" MEDJUGORJE .



It may be a bad habit or some sort of idolatry.
Whatever it is, we haven’ t been able to beat it alone.
We may not even know it is there. But God does. And
He alone can free us from its power.

It takes a great deal of humility, and sometimes
humiliation, to reach this conclusion. But once we
realize it is true, we feel immediately free. Why?
Because in the truth of our weakness, we can finally
surrender to the Lord in that area of our lives. Let’ s
kneel before the Father today, and ask Him to reveal to
us where we are most bound, powerless to a force
beyond us. Let's ask Him to show us the truth about
our hearts, so that we can give them to Him in deep
surrender. This first step is priceless! It is our ticket to
the truth, and to freedom.

Father, we are yours. We kneel before you,
opening our hearts to your powerful love.
Show us what you see there. Help us to accept
what you see, and trust you to heal us. Mother
Mary, do not stop interceding for us. We want
to change completely! Wi

. o =12|of

How The Blessed
Mother Was There with
Christopher Columbus !!

You won't read about it in your history books -- not
even the ones they use at Christian schools -- but there
was a hidden member of Christopher Columbus's crew
on that voyage to America, and it was the Blessed
Mother. Consider this: before setting out on his
historic journey, Columbus visited a shrine in Spain
dedicated to the apparition of Mary that had been
reported by a shepherd named Gil Cordero a century
before (in 1326). It was in the hilly terrain southwest
of Madrid -- near a river known, ironically, as
"Guadalupe" (which would later be the name of a
second apparition site in Mexico) -- and some believe
Columbus not only knelt here in supplication (we
know he was dedicated to this shrine) but carried a
replica of the Blessed Mother from it as well.

That replica may well have been on the ship he sailed
-- once more ironically, the Santa Maria. We know this
from his diary: every night Columbus and his crew
sang the Hail Mary, and faithful to her -- watching for
signs -- he knew he was on the right course when on
September 15, 1492, a "marvelous branch of fire" or
"prodigious flame" fell from the sky.

An omen?

We can't be sure but once across the Atlantic this
faithful son named the first island he encountered "San
Salvador" -- for The Savior -- and the second island,
"Santa Maria de la Concepcion." Others were given
names like "Montserrat" (after an ancient Marian
shrine in northern Spain), "Guadeloupe," and the
Virgin Islands. Most intriguing is the fact that at



landfall Columbus and his men prayed the Salve
Regina.

Thus, the first Christian prayer ever
recited in the New World was an entreaty
calling on Mary as the Holy Queen, as the
Mother of Mercy, as the gracious advocate.

No, you won't find that in history books, nor will you
learn that America's oldest city, St. Augustine in
Florida, was founded by Franciscans on the feast of
the Virgin Mary's nativity and that the Mississippi was
originally known as the "River of the Immaculate
Conception" and that Montreal was originally "Ville-
Marie" and the Chesapeake Bay the "Bay of St. Mary."

Indeed, the
oldest prayer
book in the
United States,
Garden of the
Soul, contained
five holy days
of obligation
dedicated to
her!

There are many
who believe the
Blessed Mother
also had a role
with George
Washington. Of
this we are less
certain. For
years we have tried to track this legend down.
According to volume four, number 12 of an old
veterans publications known as the National Tribune -
- now called Stars and Stripes -- a very old man
named Anthony Sherman (perhaps impossibly old)
was quoted as saying that a strange, beautiful woman
appeared to Washington during the retreat to Valley
Forge in 1777 -- showing him the future of the nation,
including the establishment of the nation; the Civil
War; and a third vision in which a shadowy angel
placed a trumpet to his mouth and blew three

distinctive blasts, and taking water from the ocean,
sprinkled it on Asia, Europe, and Africa. From those
places rose thick black clouds that were soon joined
into one, and throughout the mass was a red light by
which hordes of armed men, moving with the cloud,
marched on land and sailed by sea to the Americas to
do her damage, destroying towns, villages, and cities.

It is an apocryphal account but it dates back at least to
1880 (that's when the National Tribune reported it),
and whatever the case, it eerily brings to mind
terrorism. Columbus. Washington. And September 11.
As we have reported, and as we will further comment
upon soon, the Blessed Mother was also aboard Flight
93 on that fateful day and once more may have had a
hand in forming and helping and saving this country.

From WWW.SpiritDaily.com by Michael Brown AYl

Maria Esperanza, Widely
Considered the Greatest
Catholic Mystic in Decades,
Dies in New Jersey

World-famous seer Maria Esperanza who is widely
considered the greatest mystic since St. Padre Pio,
died Saturday at 4:36 a.m. after a long bout with a
Parkinson's-like ailment.

Esperanza, 75, has been in a semi-comatose state
since July 6, when she was rushed to Southern Ocean
County Hospital near the shore in New Jersey, where
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she has been staying since last Christmas. Her home is
near Caracas, Venezuela.

Tightly clinging to life, the mystic had made a
remarkable rebound from that episode and an earlier
one on April 20, but finally passed Saturday in a
private home with all members of her immediate
family -- husband Geo, seven children, and all her
grandchildren -- gathered at her bedside. Her death
was accompanied by the strong fragrance of roses and
preceded by dreams experienced by those close to her,
including son Giovanni, who rushed to her bedside
from Venezuela just days before.

With her especially was dedicated husband Geo, her
closest companion in life and a man whose spirituality
approached hers. He stated that her death brings not
the end but a "new dawn."

She and her family had been staying at the private
residence in Long Beach Island. A Mass had been
concelebrated by four priests Friday evening in the
home, at which time the Precious Blood was brought
to her lips, causing what witnesses said was a
noticeable response from the mystic, who was known
for her healings, visions, stigmata, bilocation, and an
astounding array of other charisms.

Esperanza was born on November 22, 1928. Her
mother had desperately wanted a daughter (she
already had three boys) and asked the Blessed Virgin
Mary to grant her a girl. True to the prophecy of a
local woman, who in an omen foresaw the birth of an
extraordinary child, Maria was born in Barrancas on
the feast day of Saint Cecilia, who is associated with

@)

music. The birth occurred while Maria’ s mother was
taking a trip by boat and in fact arriving at a port in
search of better medical facilities. It was a very
painful delivery, and during her pregnancy Maria’ s
mother had often prayed before a picture of the
Blessed Mother - offering her child to Mary and
promising to name the child Maria (Spanish for Mary)
and Esperanza if it was a girl.

So came into the world “Mary Hope.” As a child
she often played with dolls dressed as priests or nuns
and at the age of five (while bidding her mother, who
was taking a trip, farewell at the port of Bolivar City),
the girl saw a smiling woman rise from the Orinoco
River with a rose in her hand. '

It was an alleged apparition of St. Therese of Lisieux,
the "Little Flower," and henceforth roses or their
fragrance would hover about Maria. The rose St.
Therese held was extraordinarily beautiful, a brilliant
red flower that was "thrown" to young Maria. Her
mother immediately proclaimed the rose a sign from
God.

Such claimed phenomena - and soon much more - are
difficult for even the seasoned believer to comprehend.
They invoke legitimate use of words like "incredible."
In later years many around Esperanza were to witness
other phenomena related to roses, including the
inexplicable falling of rose petals.

Such occurrences were regular happenings around
Maria. So are "coincidences." Feast days of the saints,
especially those commemorating Mary, figure
prominently into her diary. Esperanza received first
Communion on July 16, 1937, the feast of Our Lady
of Carmel, and soon after the young Maria
encountered tremendous physiological tribulation.

By the age of 12 she had developed such an acute case
of pneumonia that her doctor didn't think she would
live more than three days, but after prayer she opened
her eyes and saw the Blessed Virgin. According to
Maria the Virgin appeared as Our Lady of the Valley
of Margarita (an apparition site off the coast of
Venezuela) and told the girl what medication to take.
During an especially severe illness in 1947 Maria was



paralyzed for several months but miraculously healed
upon a vision of the Lord. "At that moment something
happened, which I know for the world is impossible to
believe," comments Maria -- who recalls that the
instantaneous healing was accompanied by a startling
tremor that shook the hospital.

There were other trials in Maria's sickly early years,
and during another episode Christ manifested to her
and again she was healed.

On August 22, 1954, on a visit to Caracas, Maria had a

dream about a place where miracles would take place
and where there would be an unusual blue butterfly.
This turned out to be the apparition site now known as
Betania near Caracas.
The Virgin Mary told her that she had a cause to
“help me to save this lost world,” and so began
Maria’ s journey. It ended in the United States, where
she was said to be on a special "mission." One of her
last acts was to visit New York and pray around St.
Patrick's Cathedral in mid-town Manhattan.
(We will continue to share her life story in the future
editions.) Y

3 )

IT MUST BE TERRIBLY DIFFICULT TO BE IN IRAQ

WITH A SICK WIFE AT HOME.
(Prayer request for Gary and Cindy Hogan)

Gary is serving in Iraq while his young wife is fighting cancer here. Prayer is a powerful thing.

THIS COUPLE NEEDS OUR PRAYERS. PLEASE read this. IT MUST BE TERRIBLY
DIFFICULT TO BE IN IRAQ WITH A SICK WIFE AT HOME.

Bobby S. Briggs, MSgt, USAF 823 ESFS/SFOC Flight Sergeant BAGHDAD AB, IRAQ

Here is the email from Gary pleading for his dying wife!! Tough times don't last... Tough people do !!!
My name is Gary Hogan.

Some of you receiving this know me, some do not. My wife, Cindy, is 32 years old and has just been
diagnosed 3 days ago with stage 4 cervical cancer and her chances for survival are very slim.

She was pregnant with our second child and had miscarried recently at 3 months, and now we know why.
This is a request for you to forward this e-mail to everyone you know asking for prayer. The more
people that pray for her to be healed, the better.

Pray and forward. It only takes a second to hit "forward". Please do it and don't delete this, your prayer
can and perhaps will save her life. Please pray and ask everyone you know to pray for the HEALING of
Cindy, removal of all cancer in her body so she may enjoy all that life has to offer, and to continue to be
the wonderful mother to our 5 year old son, Michael.

The power of Prayer is unsurpassedvI want the whole world to have her in their prayers the next few
weeks. God will hear our cry. Please do not be offended by my plea. This is only a request for your help.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for reading this and helping with our request for healing! No
words can express the power we have when we each do a little to come together.

Regards, Cindy's in-love husband - Gary
Thank you, and please send it to the far reaches of our world.

MEDJUGORJE .
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