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Monthly Reflection on the Message

addressing the families. Nobody else has such an

experience and such virtues of the family life.
Mary was a girl, promised in marriage and married to
Joseph, virgin and mother, Mother of the Son of God
and widow after the death of Joseph. She knew and
experienced all the joys and all the sorrows of family
life, exaltations and anguishes, fears and death, until
the most painful tragedy of her crucified Son. She
experienced the glory of Easter with her risen Son and
finally the heavenly crown. She began as a humble
servant and she finished as Queen of Heaven.

In this message, our Heavenly Mother is

For her, this celestial glory is not a title of honor: she
is coming, she is appearing, she is taking care of us,
her children, who are still on the way towards the final

I N | goal and the glorification. She is speaking to us, she is

inviting us, she is advising us and teaching us. The

Dear Children! This is a time of grace, words of Mary are clear and simple and they relate to
for the family, and therefore, | call you to our everyday life, our relations in the family, where
renew prayer. May Jesus be in the heart human life is generated and educated. Mary, our
of your family. In prayer, learn to love Mother, is concerned about families, parents and
everything that is holy. Imitate the lives children. No one is closer to their children than the
of the Saints so that they may be an parents. Their love of the children urges them to
Incentlve and teachers on the way to accomplish their first and most important duty: the
holiness. May every family become a education of the children. This duty takes precedence

over all the professional and official occupations, over
any career and social advancement. Mary is our model
of education-and-of the-family life- In-her heart, she is
responded to my call. carrying the treasure, which she wants to transmit to
(October 25, 2004) us. The Gospel says to us: “But Mary kept all these

’ ' things, and pondered them in her heart.” (Lk 2,19)

. The same Gospel repeats that she “ kept all these
sayings in her heart.” (Lk 2,51) In Mary, we find the
splendid treasure of the wisdom of God which wants
to be given to us and to our families. Seen from
outside, the human education that Mary gave was so
ordinary that nobody in Nazareth could expect that her
Son was the Messiah, that he was God. From outside,
Mary was as ordinary as her messages, which contain
the divine life that is offered to us. Seen from inside,
the education that Mary gave was extraordinary in
what is ordinary, perfect in every way and behavior,

MEDJUGORJE ( )

witness of love in this world without
prayer and peace. Thank you for having




Does Purgatory Exist?

because she was aware of the fact that she was
humanly educating the Most Holy One. For such an
education, it was necessary to have a perfect heart and
a harmonious soul, which did not lack to the
Immaculate full of grace.

Mary calls us to holiness. Holiness is what is
extraordinary in the ordinary human life. It is well
known that it is not so much the specialized teaching
and knowledge, but the exemplary behavior of the
parents that educate the children. We find specialists in
pedagogy who failed to educate their own offspring, as
well as illiterate mothers who offered a splendid
education to their children. A mother educates more
through her being and her goodness than through her
specialized knowledge.

Mary invites us to renew the prayer; the prayer will
renew our hearts and our families. Jesus is standing at
the door and he wishes to enter and eat with us. The
family, which prays, will be able to hear when he is
knocking. Let us not allow to anything else but Jesus
to be at the centre of our families. [

Fr. Ljubo Kurtovic
Medjugorje, November 2, 2004

@ i Eanl (]

What Does The Church Say
About Purgatory?

‘ x ’ hat does the Church Say? We can see what
the Catholic Catechism says about it in
paragraphs 1030 and 1031:
“Those who die in the grace and love of God, but are
not perfectly pure, even if they are certain of eternal
salvation, undergo a period of purification after their
deaths in order to obtain the holiness necessary to
enter into the joys of Heaven. This final purification of
the chosen is called Purgatory by the Church and is
quite a different thing from the punishment of the
damned. The doctrine relative to Purgatory was
formulated mainly in the Councils of Florence and

Trent. Church tradition based on certain passages in
the bible, talks about a purifying fire (Mt. 12:31).”

This teaching rests on the practice of prayers for the
dead as mentioned in Holy Scripture.

“Therefore (Judas Maccabei) made a sacrifice for the
dead so they could be absolved of sin” (Maccabees.
12:46). Right from early times of the Church has
honored the memory of the dead and has offered
intercessions for them, especially the sacrifice of the
Mass.

"THE SOULS IN PURGATORY SAID TO
ME..."

Over the centuries God has given His permission to
certain honored souls, including St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque, St. John Bosco, St. Gertrude and St.
Christine of Belgium, to take a privileged look at the
other world and to confirm the truth through this
exceptional experience. One of these privileged people
is Maria Simma, an Austrian mystic. It has been God's
special gift to this humble peasant woman, who is
more than 80 years old, to have been visited by souls
from purgatory for more than 50 years.



WHAT DO THESE SOULS SAY?

They give warnings and information, they ask for
intermissions and they talk about their sufferings in
purgatory attenuated by the joyful awaiting and
certainly that they will sooner or later find themselves
in the arms of God.
Above all they
reveal to the living
the immense
possibilities they
have to relieve the
sufferings of the
dead and to receive
innumerable
benefits in exchange.

WHAT IS PURGATORY LIKE?

Maria Simma answered Sister Emmanuel’s questions.
She sees Purgatory in different ways: “there is a huge
multitude of souls ? it's a continuous movement.
Every soul is purified according to the nature of his
sins and the degree of his attachment to the type of son
committed. Heathens suffer a lighter but longer
punishment in Purgatory while Catholic souls suffer
more since more is expected of those who receive
more. However, they receive more intermissions and
this accelerates their liberation.

Every soul has a nostalgic longing for God and this is
the most excruciating of the pains. Not a single soul
would like to return to the earth to live as it did before
in the darkness of this world, because now it knows
things about which we have not the faintest idea. The
souls in Purgatory suffer with admirable patience and
praise Divine Mercy, thanks to which they have
escaped hell.

Sister Emmanuel asked, “Maria, what are the sins that
most frequently send souls to Purgatory?”

“They are sins against charity, sins against love for
one’s neighbor, hardness of heart, hostility, calumny. I
know that false witness and calumny are among the
most serious of sins and require a long period of
purification.”

Sister Emmanuel: “Well then, who are those that have
the best change of going straight to Heaven?" “Those
who have a good heart for everyone. Charity covers
for a multitude of sins. St. Paul says so.”

Sister Emmanuel: “Maria, could you say whether it is
God who sends a souls to Purgatory or is it the souls
itself that decides to got there?”

“It is the souls itself that wants to got to Purgatory to
purify itself before going to Heaven. We must do a
great deal for the souls in Purgatory for they help us in
their turn. Great humility is required: it is the greatest
weapon against the Evil One. Humility eliminates
evil.”

Sister Emmanuel: “Are there any differences of
degree in Purgatory?” “Oh yes, a great difference in
the degree of moral suffering. Every soul has its own
special suffering to bear. The suffering in Purgatory is
worse than any suffering on earth, but in a symbolic
way. It causes most pain to the soul.”

HOW CAN WE HELP THE SOULS IN
PURGATORY?

“What are the most efficacious means to free the souls
from Purgatory?”

“Mass is the best means because during Mass,
Christ offers Himself out of love for our sins. It is an
offering of Christ Himself unto God, the most
beautiful of all offerings. The efficacy of the Mass for
the dead is so much greater and varies according to
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Power of Icons

the esteem the dead themselves had for the Mass when
they were alive. If they prayed with all their hearts
during Mass and they also attended during the week,
according to the time available to them, they will
obtain great profit from the Masses said for them.” (Yl

- By Sister Emmanuel, Our Mother Queen of Peace
Publication

A New Start for Bush, An
Alleged Message, and
Power of Icons

! | \here is real power behind icons. They are
earthly representations of what is in heaven,
and they invite grace. Many are the icons that

weep or exude oil, and those non-Catholic Christians,

fundamentalists, and evangelicals who oppose them as

"idolatry" need to recognize that when the Bible was

admonishing about "graven" images and "idols," it

was aiming at images that represented evil spirits --

. oiz=2z|of

the snakes and half-human, half-beast demon-gods in
places like Egypt and Babylonia (not holy images).

In fact, those who argue that the Ten Commandments
forbid the creation of any heavenly images should

note that the Lord Himself instructed Moses to carve
representations of angels in the Ark of the Covenant!

There is nothing
wrong with
pictures,
engravings, and
statues as long as
they are not
worshipped and
are not
symbolizing
demons. Many
neaungs nave occurrea in tne presence of holy images,
and that's a good "fruit"; by

their fruits you will know them.

Now comes the presence of what for all appearances
is a framed icon of the Blessed Mother and Child on
an end table in President Bush's living quarters -- seen
on national television election night. This is a surprise
because Bush himself is evangelical and counts
fundamentalists among his most ardent supporters. It
looks like a version of Our Lady of Perpetual Help or
Our Lady of Kazan -- a replica of which also had been
in the Pope's living quarters.

The Blessed Mother gets around! Bush is not the only
president who has been associated with one. It has
been reported that after his retirement, President
Ronald Reagan, who likewise shared a close
connection with evangelicals, had a statue of the
Blessed mother in his office and referred to her as "my
gal."

From SpiritDaily.com
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