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Message of
November 25, 2005

"Dear children! Also today | call you'to
pray, pray, pray until prayer becomes life
for you. Little children, at this time, in a
special way, | pray before God to give
you the gift of faith. Only in faith will you
discover the joy of the gift of life that
God has given you. Your heart will be
joyful thinking of eternity. | am with you
and love you with a tender love. Thank
you for having responded to my call."

. ofjz=1n2|of

Monthly Message

MEDITATION OF THE ROSARY

The Sorrowful Mysteries
Introductory Prayer:

My Jesus, Your coming to this world was wonderful
because You were ready to suffer like all men. You were
not spared from crosses, yet You were always ready to
alleviate other people's pain to take crosses away to heal
and to comfort. Now a special hour has come. Your
personal Calvary is approaching, death is approaching
inevitably. I do not want either to doze or to sleep, but to
stay awake with You. Jesus, I wish my prayer could bring
You comfort from brothers and sisters who suffer. I wish it
could bring You joy and strength from them. Send me Your
spirit that I may know how to pray that I may come closer
to You. Amen.

First Sorrowful Mystery:

Jesus, You experienced sorrow and distress in the Garden
of Gethsemane. You asked Your Father to let the bitter cup
pass You by, but You added immediately, "Father, Your will
be done." You who had refreshed many a sufferer found
Yourself in suffering alone. There was nobody to help You.
The Father could have, but You agreed to drink the bitter
cup to the last drop. But it must have been all too bitter of
an agony to make You sweat with blood. I believe that all
the agony and all the suffering of the world was present in
Your bloody sweat. Jesus, thank You for every drop of
blood that ran with the sweat. 1 know that from that
moment, all the agony of the world became an agony that
redeems and an agony that can redeem. I pray to You, for
the sake of Your sweat to look upon all those who are
seeking the Father's will now. Help, also, those who have
learned the Father's will, but are too weak to accept it. May
all their agony be redeemed through a renewed acceptance
of the Father's will.

Second Sorrowful Mystery:

Jesus, You were scourged at Pilate's court. I know what the
custom was with scourging. They would tie the
condemned person to a post, and then*the scourgers would
deal unmerciful lashes on the body of the condemned
person. My Jesus, this act, too, takes my breath away. My
heart freezes. However, You magnanimously forgave your
scourgers all the blows with which they wounded You all
over. Therefore, I pray to You to set free with Your
scourges all those who do not want to do the Father's will



and who destroy themselves with scourges which befall
them because they do not decide for forgiveness and love.
Thank You for the example of love and forgiveness which
manifested itself when they scourged You severely.

Third Sorrowful Mystery:

My Jesus, they crowned You with the crown of thorns after
the scourging. They wrapped You in a scarlet military
cloak and made a fool of You. Your friends, those who
were near You were far away. When hatred starts forging
evil plans, then it is not likely to stop. It was not enough
for them to have scourged You so murderously, and now
they go on mocking You and crowning You with the crown
of thorns. But this time, too, hatred and evil were surprised
before You. You remained calm in all Your suffering.
They saw in Your behavior that You understood even those
who treated You like that. And even more, that You loved
them and that You did not condemn them. But their
wickedness had no limits. That is what happens when evil
has affected a man, a family, and a community. It never
stops destroying. Jesus, look upon all the offended, the
humiliated, the scorned, and the rejected. Redeem them
with Your crown of thorns from under the grindstone of
tortures and oppressors. Cleanse their heart of every hatred.
Do not let them plan revenge and return evil with evil.
Jesus, in Your name, let forgiveness spread.

Fourth Sorrowful Mystery:

Jesus, You carried Your cross to Calvary. All I know about
Your Way of the Cross is that it was
horrifying. However, in a sea of pain
and suffering, You had three precious
drops of consolation: the meeting with
Your Mother, Veronica's handkerchief, |
and the brief hand in carrying the cross
from Simon the Cyrenean. You certainly
appreciated these drops of consolation
and rewarded them with consolation
and strength. But You may well have
wondered at that moment, "Where are |
the rest whom 1 have helped so
unselfishly?" And 1 know, again, You
understood them too, and presented
Your cross for them as well. Help me,
Jesus, to learn something; to be
sensitive to other people's pain, to know
how to give comfort even in the most
difficult moments, that I may never find
it hard to shoulder the burden of others.
I especially ask You to help us not to
aggravate crosses and sufferings for ;&: '3

each other. For it is the Father's will for us all to be happy
and to love each other even in hard times.

Fifth Sorrowful Mystery:

You commended Your spirit to the Father and died on the
cross after You had taken the cup given to You by the
Father, because You were ready to accept it. [ remain
speechless here. I shall remain silent before Your cross.
There is nothing to be said here but only heave a sigh: O, is
it possible that human wickedness can go so far? Is the
love of God for us so strong that the Father did not even
spare His own Son, but instead allowed Him to be crucified
for our salvation? Is the Father's forgiving love in His Son
so great that He pardoned everyone immediately? My
Jesus, thank You for having done all this for us. Do teach
us to love and to forgive. Strengthen all those who, for the
lack of their own love, cannot forgive, and who destroy
each other in hatred. Help us all to accept the Father's will
as You did, because it is the only way of salvation. We pray
to You for the dying. Give them strength to commend their
spirits to the Father in peace. Take them into Your peace, O
Lord Jesus.

- To be continued
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DEVOTION TO MARY
BREAKING BOUNDARIES

More Protestants taking interest
in Jesus' mother

They're wearing "Mary Is My
Homegirl" T-shirts and bracelets, and
not all of them are Roman Catholic.

Once, mainly a devotional figure for
Catholics, Mary and her role as a
woman of God, now is being studied by
Anglicans and other Christian
denominations.

"Mary is my friend ... for me, she's the
ultimate example of a woman who said
'ves' to God," said Betsy Biega, parish
administrator at St. Martin's in the
Fields Episcopal Church off Clemson
Avenue in Columbia.

In May, leaders of the Anglican and
Roman Catholic churches released a
study that encouraged members of both
churches to regard Mary as a figure of
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devotion, even though there remains some theological
disagreement about aspects of Mary and her role in the
church. "Mary Is My Homegirl" T-shirts made by Teenage
Millionaire, a California-based clothing company, have
become one of the company's biggest sellers nationwide
and recently got a mention on "The Gilmore Girls," a
humorous TV drama about a mother-daughter relationship.

The shirt sports a figure of the Virgin Mary, some made in
gold or silver lame on a black background.

"In the past, there have been reservations about what some
people see as '"Mary-olatry,’ or seeming to worship Mary,"
said the Rev. James Lyon, pastor of Good Shepherd
Episcopal Church in downtown Columbia.

"The new position is that there's nothing wrong with
appropriate devotion. The key is to keep in mind that Mary
can be seen as someone who points the way toward her
son, Jesus Christ."

None of this surprises members of the Protestant and
Catholic communities in
Columbia who see Mary
as an important spiritual
figure for today's
Christians.

“Mary is an intercessor
for the people of God, a
model of submission and
obedience to the will of
God for the whole
Christian church,” Lyon
said.

Lyon's church recites the rosary, a Mary-related devotional
prayer, once a week, and for several years it has taken part
in a group recitation of the rosary with members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church on Devine Street.

"Mary Is My Homegirl" T-shirts can't be found for sale in
Columbia stores, but Megan Shealy, manager of St. lirancis
Catholic Shop in Irmo, is thinking about ordering them.
She wears a "Mary Is My Homegirl" bracelet she found at a
Spencer's gift store, and she thinks the items are a great
idea for young Catholics and others.

"Items like this are becoming a new method of
communication for young people who want to share their
beliefs," Shealy said. She said a similar bracelet, "Jesus is
My Homie," is hard to keep on the shelves at the St.
Francis store.

Lyon thinks "nothing but good" can come from shirts and
other items that allow young Christians to express an
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interest in Mary.

"If a youngster gets excited about what Mary can say to him
or her, I think that only helps direct them toward Jesus," he
said.

Some Protestant churches, especially Episcopal and United
Methodist, in recent years have offered Bible studies and
classes that focus on the Virgin Mary as a model for
Christian women.

Biega, who regularly uses the rosary as a means of
devotion, thinks more Protestants are becoming interested
in learning about Mary because she offers a symbol of what
women can become through the love of God.

"What attracts women is the need to understand the
significance of our Mother, Mary as the child who said 'yes'
to God."

- Nov. 3, 2005 by Christina Lee Knauss/Staff Writer/from North
Carolina's Home Page

Devotion to Mary growing among
Protestants in England

Devotion to Mary is growing among Anglicans, Fr. Noel
Wynn told the New York Times. Fr. Wynn is the director of
the Roman Catholic Marian shrine in Walsingham, England
known as "England's Nazareth."

Walsingham is home to two Marian shrines-one Catholic
and the other Anglican-located at opposite sides of the town.

Tradition says the first shrine was founded in 1061, when
Richeldis de Faverches, a Saxon noblewoman, had a vision
of the Virgin Mary, who showed her the house in Nazareth
where the Angel Gabriel announced the birth of Jesus.
Mary then instructed the lady to build a replica.

Since then, Walsingham has been an important pilgrimage
site in England, whose emphasis is not healing, but on one's
lifelong Christian journey.

In 1538, what is now the Protestant shrine was destroyed as
part of the Reformation under King Henry VIIL It was
rebuilt in 1931, with accommodations for 218 people.

The Catholic shrine is built around the Slipper Chapel, so
named because historically it was there that people
removed their shoes and walked the Holy Mile, the last
mile of the pilgrimage. Some still walk it, reported the New
York Times. This shrine has accommodations for 120.

According to the New York Times, the number of Protestant



pilgrims visiting the Marian shrine and staying overnight
has risen since 1999, from 10,000 to 12,000.

Protestant worshipers in Walsingham often belong to the
Anglo-Catholic tradition, which accords greater reverence
to the Virgin Mary than other Protestant sects, and uses the
bells and incense like in the Roman Catholic liturgy.

The shrines also appeal to other Christians, and the
Orthodox and Methodist churches in the town are
indicative of this.

- London, Nov. 10, 2005, Catholic news agency

The word
Advent is from
the Latin
adventus for
"coming" and is
associated with
the four weeks
of preparation
for Christmas.
Advent always
contains four
Sundays,
beginning on the
Sunday nearest the feast of St. Andrew the Apostle,
(November 30) and continuing until December 24. It
blends together a penitential spirit, very similar to Lent, a
liturgical theme of preparation for the Second and Final
Coming of the Lord, called the Parousia, and a joyful
theme of getting ready for the Bethlehem event.

The traditional color of Advent is purple or violet which
symbolizes the penitential spirit. Religious traditions
associated with Advent express all these themes.

Since the 900s Advent has been considered the beginning
of the Church year. This does not mean that Advent is the
most important time of the year. Easter has always had this
honor.

-

POPE BEGINS LITURGICAL YEAR
WITH CALL TO HOLINESS

VATICAN CITY, NOV. 27, 2005 (Zenit.org).- Presiding
over vespers of the First Sunday of Advent, Benedict XVI
began the new liturgical year with an appeal to holiness.

In a spontaneous homily in St. Peter's Basilica on Saturday,
the Pope commented on 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24.

In the text, St. Paul says to his faithful: "May the God of

soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and he
will do it."

The first verse "expresses the apostle's hope for the
community; the second offers, so to speak, the guarantee of
its fulfillment," explained the Holy Father.

"The hope is that each one will be sanctified by God and be
kept without stain in his whole person -- 'spirit, soul and
body' -- for the final coming of the Lord Jesus; the
guarantee that this can take place is offered by the
faithfulness of God himself, who will not fail to lead to
fulfillment the work begun in believers," continued the
Pope.

According to the Bishop of Rome, the hope expressed by
the apostle "contains a fundamental truth, which he tries to
inculcate in the faithful of the community he had founded,
and which we can summarize thus: God calls us to
communion with Himself, which will be fully realized with
the return of Christ, and He, Himself commits Himself to
make His faithful arrive prepared at this final and decisive
encounter."

"The future is, so to speak, contained in the present or,
better still, in the presence of God Himself, of His
unbreakable love, which does not leave us alone, which
does not abandon us not even for an instant, as a father and
mother never cease to follow their own children on the path
of their growth," said the Pontiff in his homily delivered
without notes.

"Before Christ who comes, man feels questioned in his
whole being, which the apostle summarizes in the terms
'spirit, soul and body," thus indicating the whole person, as
an articulated unity of somatic, psychic and spiritual
dimension," he said.

"Sanctification is a gift of God and His initiative, but the
human being is called to respond with his whole being,
without excluding anything," stated the Successor of the
Apostle Peter.

"Precisely the Holy Spirit," he said, "who formed Jesus,
perfect man, in Mary's womb, leads God's admirable plan
to fulfillment in the human person, transforming above all
the heart and, from this center, all the rest."

"In this way, in each person is summarized the whole work
of creation and redemption that God the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, realizes from the beginning until the end of the
cosmos and of history," said the Pope.

"And, just as at the center of the history of humanity is the
coming of Christ and at the end His glorious return, so each
personal existence is called to encounter Him--in a
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mysterious and manifold way--during the earthly
pilgrimage to meet 'in Him' at the moment of His return,"
he said.

The Holy Father concluded: "May Mary, most holy, faithful
Virgin, guide us to make of this time of Advent and of all
of the new liturgical year a path of genuine sanctification,
for the praise and glory of God the Father, Son, and Spirit."
- 27-November-2005 -- ZENIT.org News Agency

CONVERSION
EQUALS
DECISION FOR
HOLINESS

Christmas is a special occasion for conversion, and Our
Lady invites us to prepare ourselves, and stresses in
particular to prepare our hearts, so we don't get lost in the
rest. Our Mother assumes the role of John the Baptist, who
preached: "Repent, for God's Kingdom is at hand" (Mt
3:2), and ; prepare the way of the Lord, by straightening the
paths, so that He can come to you. This means to crush the
mountains of our pride and vanity and fill in the abysses of
our sins.

The first step for conversion is confession. Even the crowds
who went to the Baptist confessed their sins by "being
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged
their sins” (Mt 3:6). And he asked for worthy fruits of
conversion; that is, to change one's ways, and works to
prove it. For Our Lady, these fruits are working at holiness.
There is no sincere response to our penitence and to God's
forgiveness if not the decision to follow God's way.

Our Lady speaks clearly: there is no room for compromise.
As God's children, we must renounce Satan and his works!
With the frequent use of the word "holiness", Mary is
helping us to become familiar with the word which can
rouse fear amongst Christians, too. For our modern-day
culture where man secks perfection outside God's plan,
holiness is something abstract and abnormal, an
exaggeration of past times.

Instead, holiness is the natural development of divine life
of which we are part; it is the search of everything which is
pleasing to God; it is a pure life where there is no room for
sin. Holiness is life's only aim when you have come to
know God; so much so that God commanded it right from
the Old Testament: You shall "be holy, for I, the Lord, your
God, am holy" (Lev 19:2). And in the New Testament
Jesus says: You must "be perfect, as your heavenly Father
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is perfect" (Mt 5:48). St. Paul says: "This is the will of God,
your holiness: your sanctification" (1 Thess 4:3), that is,
develop the seeds of holiness which you receive through the
sacramentals: we have been sanctified as we are called to be
saints (1 Cor 1:2). God chose us "before the foundation of
the world, to be holy and blameless before Him" (Eph 1:4).
"At the end of one's life there will be only one sad thing;
and that is to not have been holy," said Edith Stein. Our
Lady stresses the need of this decision for holiness: decide
today and not tomorrow, because this is the way of
salvation, the way to paradise. Mary says it clearly.

With every Christmas, Jesus offers Himself again, that He
may live in us, in our flesh, so that He can heal it, sanctify
it, and make it divine. Thus, to our poor flesh He gives the
strength so it can live as He does. This is the real meaning
of incarnation and John says it clearly: ":*- whoever does
not acknowledge Jesus as coming in the flesh does not
belong to God. 1t is the spirit of the antichrist---" (1 Jn 4:3
and 2 Jn7)

The joy of Jesus's presence in us will console us for every
trial, and His light will surely be in our eyes. Thus, our life
will have the taste of heaven, and it will be a true witness
for all those we meet. Of course, the way of holiness is not
an easy one, and falls are natural, but Mary ensures us her
help. She invites us to place our decision in her hands:
"decide with me for holiness". She begs us to trust her
completely: "be mine", and, once again, she stresses the
importance of prayer taken seriously: "::- pray, pray, pray,
Each day we must pray, as though we had never prayed, till
our life becomes prayer".

- from ECHO/ Fr. Angelo

Annual Apparition to Jakov
on December 25th 2004

At the last daily apparition to Jakov Colo on September
12th, 1998, Our Lady told him that henceforth he would
have one apparition a year, every December 25th, on
Christmas Day. This is also how it was this year. The




apparition began at 2:30 pm and lasted 7 minutes. Our
Lady gave the following message:

“Dear children! Today, on a day of grace, with little
Jesus in my arms, in a special way | call you to
open your hearts and to start to pray. Little children,
ask Jesus to be born in each of your hearts and to
begin to rule in your lives. Pray to Him for the grace
to be able to recognize Him always and in every
person. Little children, ask Jesus for love, because
only with God's love can you love God and all
people. | carry you all in my heart and give you my
Motherly blessing."

VISIT OF AN EPARCH
FROM AUSTRALIA
AND NEW ZEALAND

Mgr. Issam John Darwish, BSO,
DD., eparch of the Melchite Catholic
Church in Australia and New
Zealand, was on a private pilgrimage
in Medjugorje from September 12 to
19, 2005. In Medjugorje, he
celebrated the 33rd anniversary of his
priestly ordination. Before becoming
bishop for the Melchites in Australia
and New Zealand in 1996, he worked
in Lebanon in favour of abandoned
children. Here are his impressions:

"Last Sunday, I was in Castel
Gandolfo with my group of pilgrims, |
and we prayed the Angelus with the
Pope. After the Angelus, as it was
arranged before, I went to visit the
Holy Father. The program of this visit was specified in
advance. At the end of our conversation, I asked the Holy
Father to give his blessing to the group of pilgrims, which
was going to Medjugorje the following day. If you have
ever met the Pope, you know that he has a splendid smile.
He smiled with great kindness and he said: 'May God
watch over you and bless you'.

The devotion towards the Virgin Mary is very widespread
among our parishioners. They came to me and they asked
me to accompany them this year to Medjugorje. I have had
much work, but I accepted immediately. Then, I thought
that I should have perhaps said 'no', but now I am glad to

have come. With the group, we contemplate each day, the
life of Mary from the beginning to the cross. For me, it is a
Marian retreat. | wanted to transmit to the faithful what our
Byzantine Church is saying on Mary. All the prayers were
directed towards a better knowledge of the role of Mary in
our life. For me and for the whole group, the coming here is
a blessing. We see Mary as a person who leads us to Jess.
She plays an important role in our life. She is leading us to
Jesus and she is deepening our faith.

The number of pilgrims coming to Medjugorje is a sign of
God. The atmosphere of prayer spread by the priests from
here is very deep. I believe that Medjugorje is a place of
expectation, a place that is questioning our faith: how to
deepen our faith? The prayer in front of the cross,
adoration, the Eucharist - all this
gives to the pilgrims a deep
spirituality. It is a place of prayer.

[ think that the role of the priest who
accompanies the pilgrims is very
important. In order to bring fruits, the
pilgrims must be accompanied by a
priest. His role is to help them to go
further than seeking signs. I said to
my pilgrims that we have already the
signs: it is the Blessed Sacrament of
the altar and other sacraments. All the
sacraments should be lived: the
sacrament of Penance, the Eucharist,
and their spiritual role should be
discovered. The Mother of God
speaks to each one of us. It is not
necessary to see her. We can see her
with our interior eyes, the eyes of
faith.

I think that the priests from here are
giving to the pilgrims a very good
orientation, but the priests who accompany the pilgrims
should pay more attention to the teaching of the Church.
The priests from here could give the priests who
accompany the pilgrims some directions: how to live the
interior conversion in a deeper way. And let us allow the
Lord to act in the hearts of the faithful! Some people need
'feelings', others don't. This is Christian life.

The messages of Medjugorje are messages of the Gospel. I
do not see anything else. Eucharist, Penance, prayer... it is
the Gospel. The apparitions? I do not know. I do not have
any clear idea, but I think that God can do all that He wants
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I will write a booklet on my impressions of Medjugorje. 1
will encourage the faithful to come to make this
pilgrimage, to live a few days of prayer and interior
conversion. I will encourage them. I also will encourage
the priests to come with them.

I have a desire: that Medjugorje opens to the environment,
to the Orthodox and to the Moslems, that Medjugorje
becomes a centre of dialogue with them.”

- From Medjugorje bulletin 215

THIRD STATION

JESUS, YOU FALL FOR THE FIRST TIME
UNDER THE CROSS

The weight of the cross is terrible. After only a few steps,
Jesus falls. He has already suffered so much. The
unmerciful beatings have weakened Him. The road is steep
and difficult. Jesus tries to push Himself up with His
elbows. It appears as if He wants to use this fall to rest a
little, but He is being pulled by His robes to continue
walking. Mary's suffering is more apparent. Her Son
becomes the bridge between the Father and the people by
the cross He is carrying

From the Bible: Therefore | am content with the
weakness, with mistreatment, with distress, with
persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ;
for when | am powerless, it is then that | am strong.
(2 Cor 12:10)

- We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.
- Because by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the
world.

Jesus, as I see You falling, I am aware that You are not
completely on the ground. You remain in that position as a
bridge, the bond between man and the Father, a bridge that
will overcome all obstacles, reconcile all who are divided,
and heal all who are wounded. You are the High Priest, the
builder of a new road, leading us to that union with the
Father. Thank You for accepting the cross. Through it,
You opened a new road for me.

O Jesus, High Priest, 1 pray for all who follow You,
answering Your call. May they be like You, Jesus,

ready to sacrifice everything; ready to be a victim for the
salvation of mankind.

. L Eanv]

‘The Way of The

Cross by Fr. Slavko

Jesus, with Mary, I pray for my parish priest, for all
chaplains, for all priests, especially those who are tired and
heavily burdened, those who are not faithful to You, those
who have failed, and those leaving the priesthood. I also
offer my prayers for the Bishops and for the Pope, and for
those who are prevented from spreading the "Good News",
who are being persecuted because of Your Name. May they
know the joy of suffering in love with You.

Give grace to Your priests so that they may be able to raise
in confessions all those who have fallen. May all priests be
in Your image. Amen.

Jesus and Mary, here 1, also, give You my life. All that I
have and all that I am, I am uniting with You. I pray to You
for love, that love with which You accepted pain. 1 desire
to have it in my heart, too. Give me love in my heart so
that my heart will be devout, strong, and not proud.

Message: Dear Children! Today | am calling you to
the love which is loyal and pleasing to God. Little
children, love bears everything that is bitter and
difficult for the sake of Jesus, who is love. Therefore,
dear children, pray to God to come to your aid, not
however according to your desires, but according to
His love. Surrender yourselves to God so that He
may heal you, console you, and forgive everything
inside you which is hindrance of the way of love. In
this way, God can mold your life and you will grow in
love. Dear children, glorify God with the canticle of
love so that God's love may be able to grow in you
day by day to its fullness. Thank you for having
responded to my call! (25 June 1988)

- We thank you, O Mary, and we bless you.
- Because by your sufferings, you have helped to redeem
the world.

O Mary, I cannot understand the immense pain you suffered
because my heart does not love as your heart does. 1 cannot
comprehend the depth of your love, how you desire to bring
all people close to your motherly heart. How it pained your
soul to be so helpless and only witness the suffering of your
Son.

Have mercy on us, O Lord!

Have mercy on us!

O Mary, Mother of Sorrows,
Intercede for us.

Is there one who would not weep,
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whelmed in miseries so deep,
Christ's dear Mother to behold?
Holy Mother

In my heart each wound renew,
Of my Saviour crucified.

FORTH STATION

JESUS, YOU MEET YOUR GRIEVED MOTHER
A station dedicated to all mothers and pilgrims! We again
see the big cross that dominates the scene. Jesus's and
Mary's closeness becomes a meeting. The weight of the
cross almost disappears into a natural suspension,
consenting to a last embrace. Mary gently caresses the face

of her suffering Son. Jesus responds in an affectionate way.

This is a moment of profound suffering and tender emotion.
We understand how a woman bows in respect while those
who are without feelings are trying to prevent this moment
by hitting and pulling Jesus. I personally wish that each
pilgrim and every Christian would experience exactly this
in their sufferings, that Mary's closeness would become a
meeting which comforts and consoles.

From the Bible: See, my servant shall prosper, he
shall be raised high and greatly exalted. Even as
many were amazed at him-so marred was his look
beyond that of a man, and his appearance beyond
that of mortals. (Is 52:13-14)

He grew up like a sapling before him, like a shoot
from the parched earth; There was in him no stately
bearing to make us look at him, nor appearance
that would attract us to him (Is 53:2)

- We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.
- Because by Your holy cross You have redeemed the world.

Jesus, in all Your pain, You were comforted when Your
eyes met Your Mother's eyes. She was following You alone.
Her closeness is now a real meeting. She did not try to
remove the cross from Your shoulders. Her presence is
encouraging for You.

O Mary, this moment was possible because of your
devotion, and you neither ran away from suffering, nor
were you afraid of your Son's suffering.

Thank you for comforting Him with your gentle hand, .

Thew
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of The Cross (contlnued)

giving Him strength within. Thank You, Jesus, for
responding with gentleness to Your Mother. You knew
how much she was suffering. Jesus and Mary, thank You
for walking together through suffering.

Jesus, now with Mary, I pray for all mothers and fathers
who are suffering, because of their children. I pray for
those who cannot meet again, because they are prevented
by human injustice and condemnation. 1 also pray for all
those who do not want to meet each other again, because
there is no more love and no trust in their hearts.

Message: Dear Children! Today | am calling you
to completely surrender to God. Everything you
do and everything you possess give over to God
so that He can take control of your life as King of
all that you possess. That way, through me, God
can lead you into the depths of the spiritual life.
Little children, do not be afraid because | am with
you even when you think there is no way out and
that Satan is in control. | am bringing peace to
you. | am your Mother and the Queen of Peace.
| am blessing you with the blessing of joy so that
for you God may be everything in life. Thank you
for having responded to my call (25 July 1988)

- We thank you, O Mary, and we bless you.
- Because by your sufferings, you have helped to redeem
the world.

Mother Mary, caress with your gentle hand all those who
are looking for you and all those who are not because it
is so sad to be without a mother. Ask for all mothers to
be faithful to their motherhood. Embrace all of us.
Renew us and your church because the church is looking
at you, as the star which guides us to the final salvation.

Have mercy on us, O Lord!
Have mercy on us!

O Mary, Mother of Sorrows,
Intercede for us.

Can the human heart refrain
From partaking in her pain,

In that Mother's pain untold?
Holy Mother, pierce me through,
In my heart each wound renew,
Of my Saviour crucified.
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