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"Courage, little children! I decided to lead
you on the way of holiness. Renounce sin
and set out on the way of salvation, the way
which my Son has chosen. Through each of
your tribulations and sufferings God will find
the way of joy for you. Therefore, little
children, pray. We are close to you with our
love. Thank you for having responded to my
call.” .
Message of March 25, 2006

A Look Back at the History of
Lenten Practices

SUPERIOR- On Wednesday, March 5th, Catholics will
have their foreheads marked with ash crosses, a symbol
of penance signaling the start of Lent. During the 40
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days leading up to Easter. Catholics will also fast and
abstain from eating meat on Fridays; some will even give
something up for Lent.

In an interview with diocesan Director of Worship, Fr.
Gabriel Baltes, O S B____ (OSB), the Catholic
Herald sought insights into the history of Lent and a
better understanding of why Catholics take part in certain

Lenten rituals.

Baltes pointed out that the word "Lent" means
"springtime." Weather permitting, people view spring as
a time of growth, a period when new life emerges from
the deathlike state of winter. Hence the name, this
theme of death and rebirth plays a vital role in the
Lenten journey.

In the early centuries, Lent was a time of preparation for
those who would be baptized at the Easter Vigil, the
main time individuals were baptized in those days,
Baltes said. He emphasized that the dying and rising
aspect is central in the ritual of baptism because, "In
baptism, we die and rise with Jesus."

According to Baltes, the early Lenten season only lasted
two or three days, and those who would be baptized
fasted in order to purify their bodies of sin. Gradually,
the time period expanded, depending on the time and
place, and by the fourth century the Church had
established its current 40 days Lenten season.

The number 40 has biblical significance, Baltes added.
In the story of Noah's ark, it rained for 40 days and 40
nights. Moses journeyed with the Israelites for a period
of 40 days in the desert. Jesus later spent 40 days in
the desert where He resisted sin.

Around the fifth century, when the practice of infant
baptism became more the norm, "Lent evolved as a
period of penance for public sinners and for those who
wanted re-admittance to the Church," Baltes said. The
most notorious public sins of the time were murder,
adultery, and apostasy - the sin of denying the faith.
Eventually, Lent emerged as a season for the whole
Church to engage in penance in preparation for Easter,
said Baltes.

On Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, Catholic
foreheads around the globe will be marked with an ash,
Baltes said. The symbol of ashes dates back to ancient
times when they were sprinkled on persons engaging in
penance.

In attempt to follow Christ's model and live better lives,
Catholics have three traditional disciplines when it comes
to Lent: fasting, almsgiving, and prayer.



Perhaps, fasting is the first of these traditions that
comes to mind when one thinks of Lent. The big
question is "Why? Why fast or abstain from meat during
Lent?"

Baltes said there is no one answer to this question, but
rather, a number of theories.

Since ancient times, different cultures have used fasting
as a way to prepare for ritual. "Fasting is a way to
heighten the senses because being hungry can make
one more alert," Baltes said. When people fasted the
two or three days leading up to Easter, chances are
they would be very alert during the Easter celebration.

Baltes said fasting is needed to prepare for a feast.
“There's not a feast without fasting,” he said. "You can't
truly appreciate something until you
give it up."

In addition, it may have been
essential for people to fast at certain
times of the year, Baltes speculated.
"Food supplies were low after the
winter, and fasting may have been a
way to ration the food supplies so that
people would survive until the
harvest," he said.

Baltes said fasting is also seen as a
means of purifying the body, so as to
gain control over desires and
passions.

The Church views fasting as a way to

"deepen our appreciation of Christian

values," by "reflecting on our lives,

expressing sorrow for our sins, and showing solidarity
with the poor and hungry," he said.

It is also important to note that fasting has been defined
differently over time. In the past, it meant not eating at
all.  Now the Catholic practice is to fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday, meaning that people are
only allowed one full meatless meal (and possibly two
smaller meatless meals, depending on one's needs)
each day.

The practice of abstaining from meat on Fridays may
have grown out of respect for the day Jesus was
sacrificed. We remember His death by not eating flesh
on Fridays, Baltes said.

Fasting regulations and norms have also differed over
time. According to "The Essential Lenten Handbook,"
compiled by Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR, and published
in 2000 by Liguori Publications, one of the most

in 2000 by Liguori Publications, one of the most
traditional Lenten practices was that of not eating any
eggs or milk during Lent. The money not spent on dairy
products was collected and donated to the church. The
tradition of giving Easter eggs grew out of this practice
because "that which was prohibited was given as a gift
to celebrate the end of the season," Santa wrote.

Baltes views the practice of giving Easter eggs as "a
symbol of the death and rebirth of Easter” He said,
“The chicken coming out if its egg — its tomb -
symbolizes new life."

After the Second Vatican Council, fasting regulations
became less strict; putting more responsibility on
individuals rather than mandating them.

Thus, the idea of fasting has been
extended into other things. Today, it is
common for people to give up things
like sweets, TV, or video games for
Lent.

The second Lenten discipline,
almsgiving, easily follows from the
practice of fasting. By eating simply,
Catholics are better able to relate to
the poor. The are also able to save
the money they would have spent on
food and donate it to the less fortunate.
In additon to money, people also
donate their time and service as they
reach out to the needy in their
communities.

The last discipline is prayer, and that

occurs in many different ways
throughout Lent. The Stations of the Cross is one of the
most common Lenten prayers. On Palm Sunday,
religious education students at St. Albert Parish, Land
O'Lakes, will dress in costume and portray each Station
of the Cross. This is a way for the children to get
actively involved in prayer and better understand the life
and passions of Jesus.

According to Baltes, Catholics should engage in fasting,
almsgiving, and prayer year round. However, these
practices tend to be intensified during Lent, a time when
people examine the role of sin in their lives, engage in
penance for their sins, and refocus their efforts to grow
spiritually and return to Christ.

Lastly, Baltes mentioned that over recent years, the
baptismal element has been fgstored to Lent as the

RCIA is celebrated in parishes.
MEDJUGORJE C )
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Roman Catholic Easter Symbols

From Jessica Steinmetz

What Do the Symbols Mean?

In Roman Catholicism, Easter is the most holy day in
the Catholic religion. Catholics celebrate the fact that
Jesus Christ resurrected after He was crucified. He
rose three days later from the dead. Many symbols are
common when we think of Easter. Here are common
symbols known at Easter time. These might surprise
you.

The name "Easter" is actually derived from Eastre or
Eostre, the goddess of Spring.

In Latin, the word "Easter" is Pascha and in Greek is
Pascha.

Secular symbols of Easter include:

Bunny - Bunnies are known to be the most fertile animal
so they symbolize abundance. Bunnies represent new
life in the spring season.

Egg - Eggs represent fertility and the emblem of life.
Eggs were used to be brightly painted to reflect the
sunlight in spring.

Chick - Chicks are a symbol of the life.

White lily - The white lily is a symbol of resurrection.
Sunrise - Easter is celebrated at sunrise because Mary

Magdalene entered the garden and met the Lord at the
rising of the sun. W

7o
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TESTIMONY

"My Conversion at Medjugorje"
The moving confession of Cristina, a German girl.
[From the Florida Center For Peace Newsletter March 1996]

"Although | was bom into a Catholic family, right from my
childhood | kept distancing myself more and more from
God and from His Church. And so, | no longer went to
confession or prayed. This is how my long resistance
began, during which | sought my so-called freedom and
independence. | no longer cared about my good name.
I no longer followed any rules because these were things
that made me feel like a slave. By freedom | meant:
trying everything and taking everything that life offered. |
considered all things permissible: the sinful "good" life,
alcohol, hashish, shoplifting, reading atheistic and
anarchic books, getting drunk, nightclubs, rock concerts,
etc.

For me, God was an invention that grows and is nurtured
in desperate situations in life. | thought the majority of
people were ingenious and cleverly taken in, or else
deceived in a vulgar and cynical manner. | did not
realize that | was one of these people. Everything
sickened me. | criticized everyone and was not
interested in anything about anyone. | even harmed
those | came across. In spite of all | had and had
obtained: night life, alcohol, drugs, entertainment, and
affairs with various boys, | felt empty inside. | was
hungry for love. Only now do | know that the love | was
seeking was not to be found in this world, but only in
God. So | felt free, totally free, but | had no peace in my
heart. This is how | lived a year ago.

In 1985, my father heard of Medjugorje by chance and in
the same year went on a pilgrimage there. He came
back full of enthusiasm about the experience he had had.
A year later, all the other members of my family went to
Medjugorje, except me. They told me about their
experiences. Sometimes, | would rudely refuse to listen
to their conversations about the apparitions of the
Madonna. The Friday before Palm Sunday, my mother
went on a pilgrimage to the Madonna of Medjugorje with
my youngest brother and a cousin. | still refused to go
with them, even though | was on holiday. | was simply
afraid that by going there | would lose something |
certainly did not want to lose. As soon as my mother left,
| was overcome by a feeling of great anxiety. | felt sad
because | had not gone as well.

The evening of the following day, | was sitting in a train
heading south accompanied by the prayers of my brother
and father.

After a thirty hour journey, | reached Medjugorje on a
Sunday, after evening Mass. | was very angry with



myself for being somewhere | did not want to be. While
I was looking for the family whom my mother was
staying with, | met a young priest who offered to take
me there by car. He asked me why | had come. |
relaxed and replied in answer to his question: "l don't
know why I'm here either! The apparitions of Mary don't
interest me and | don't believe in God."

Laughing he said: "I'm pleased you're here. Let's leave
the rest to the Madonna!" | must admit | was very
surprised and taken aback.

When she saw me, my mother was struck with
amazement because not even in her wildest hopes had
she expected to see me there. The first days at
Medjugorje were terrible. | wandered through the
mountains alone and thought: it is no miracle that these
people living amidst such beautiful natural scenery came
to think that all these things were created by God. In
the evenings, since | did not know what to do, | went to
church; but it cost me a great deal.

On Holy Thursday, my mother begged me to go after
Mass to the chapel to the right of the altar where the
Adoration of the Holy Sacrament was to take place. As
I did not want to go home alone, | went to the chapel. |
would not kneel down for anything in the world, but a
greater force made me sink to my knees on the floor.
Even today it is difficult for me to describe in words what
had happened to me.

A group of German pilgrims was singing Schubert's
Sanctus with Father Slavko and | believed!

| cannot describe it in any other way. A succession of
happy moments took place within me. | believe God
exists. He was made man and He became the bread of
life. | felt His presence especially in the Host. | must
have wept with joy. Over the next few days | wept a lot,
but at the same time | felt God's merciful love. On Holy
Saturday, | went to confession and then celebrated
Easter. |, too, was raised from the dead!

After Easter, | stayed in Medjugorje two more Weeks.
Only then was | able to open up to the apparitions and
to what Mary had wanted to say to me. 1 felt very
deeply that She was my mother. She took me by the
hand and with Her smile. She is always near me. For
months, | felt happy: when | was at Mass, when |
prayed, when | pronounced the name of Mary or Jesus,
or simply when | thought of them.

By Easter 1988, | had been to Medjugorje four times.
My life has changed completely, something | would
never have dreamt of. | have given up smoking,
drinking, and listening to rock music. | am happy. Holy

Mass is the culmination of my day, the most important
event of the day. It makes me happy. The King of all
kings comes into my heart at Holy Communion because
He loves me, and through me He loves all those that |
meet. | am certain that God through Mary will guide me,
also, in the future."

This marvelous conversion shows us just how true it is
that everything is possible for God. Cristina is now living
in a community in Italy because she has re-directed her
life to the service of Jesus through Mary, putting into
practice the messages of the Queen of Peace. She has
dedicated her life to God, doing penance for the
conversion of hardened sinners.

Without conversion, without a change of lifestyle,
thinking, and behavior, there is no salvation. And so the
words of Jesus ring out once more: "Convert and believe
in the Gospel".

The Queen of Peace has also been tireless in repeating
for years now: "Dear children, convert, convert...I"

Blessed are we if we listen to this voice and answer!
This will be the sure way of our happiness, of our
salvation. il
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POPE JOHN PAUL II ABOUT
MEDJUGORJE

These statements are not confirmed by
the Pope's seal and signature, but are brought by
trustworthy people.

1. In a private conversation with the visionary Mirjana
Soldo, the Pope said: "If | were not Pope | would
already be in Medjugorje confessing."(1987).

2. Mons. Maurillo Kreiger, former bishop of Florianopolis
(Brazil), visited Medjugorje four times. He writes as
follows: In 1988, after a private mass with the Pope,
before leaving Rome, he said, without having been
asked anything, "Pray for me in Medjugorje”. On
another occasion, | told the Pope "I am going to
Medjugorje for the fourth time". He concentrated

his thoughts and said, "Medjugorje, Medjugorje, ¢
it is the spiritual heart of the world". On the
same day, | spoke with other Brazilian ;
- .

bishops and the Pope at lunchtime and |
asked him: "Your holiness, can | tell the
visionaries that you send your blessing?"
He answered: "Yes, yes", and embraced

’
me, ‘ ’
3. To a group of doctors, who work for
the defence and protection of the life of

the unborn, the Pope said on the 1st of .

1989, "Yes, today the world has lost the

sense of the supernatural. In Medjugorje,

many seek and re-find this sense in prayer,

fasting, and confession." v
4. On November 11, 1990, the Korean L
national weekly newspaper ("Catholic News")
published an article by Mons. Angelo Kim,
President of the Korean Bishops' Conference
stating: "Prior to the conclusion of the last Bishops'
Synod in Rome, the Korean bishops were invited Jo a
lunch with the Holy Father. On this occasion, Mons.
Kim addressed the Holy Father directly and said,
"Father, thanks to you, Poland was able to liberate itself
from Communism". To this, the Holy Father responded,
"No, this is not my merit. This is the work of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, as She had predicted in Fatima
and in Medjugorje."

5. The Pope said to Fr. Jozo Zovko on the 20th of July
1992: "Busy vyourself with Medjugorje, look after
Medjugorje; don't tire. Persevere, be strong, | am with
you. Watch over, follow Medjugorje."

)z

6. The Archbishop of Paraguay, Mons. Felipe Santiago
Bentez, in November of 1994 asked of the Holy Father,
the Pope if he was right to give approval to the faithful
gathering in the spirit of Medjugorje, especially with the
priests of Medjugorje. The Holy Father answered:
"Approve all that is related to Medjugorje".

7. In the unofficial part of the meeting with Pope John
Paul Il with the Croatian delegation of Church and State
held in Rome on the 7th of April 1995, the Holy Father
amongst other things said that there was some
possibility of renewing his visit to Croatia. Together with
this, he mentioned the possibility of arriving in Split, and
from there on to the shrine of "Marija Bistrica" and
Medjugorje. ("Slobodna Dalmacija", 8th of April 1995,
page 3.)

8. On March 15, 1997, the Croatian President, Dr.

Franjo Tudjman, said: "Again, | repeat that on the

occasion of my last conversation with him, Pope

John Paul |l said that on the occasion of his visit

to Bosnia-Herzegovina, he would like, also, to
visit Medjugorje."

OUR LADY ABOUT THE
POPE JOHN PAUL II

)

[

-
1. According to the testimony of the
visionaries, May 13, 1982 on the
occasion of the assassination attempt on

the Pope, Our Lady said, "His enemies
tried to kill him, but | have protected him."

3 2. Through the visionaries on June 26,
1982, Our Lady sends her message to the
Pope, "Let him be considered as the father
4 of all people and not just of Christians; let
him tirelessly and courageously announce
the message of Peace and Love among
men."

3. Through Jelena Vasil, who had an intemal

locution, on September 16, 1982 Our Lady pronounced
about the Pope, "God has given him permission to
defeat Satan."
She requests of all and especially of the Pope "to spread
the message that | have received from my Son. | desire
to entrust to the Pope the word with which | have come
here to Medjugorje: "Peace; he should spread it to all
parts of the world. . . he should unite Christians by his
word and his preaching. Let him, mainly among the
youth, spread the messages that he has received from
the Father in prayer. God inspires him then."

Taking into consideration the difficulties of the parish



regarding the bishop and the commission for
investigation of the events in the parish of Medjugorie,
Our Lady said, "Church authority should be followed.
However, before it pronounces its judgment, it is
necessary to progress spiritually. It will not pronounce
its judgment hastily. It takes place as with a birth that is
followed by baptism and confirmation. The Church will
confirm that which is born of God. We should go and
progress in the spiritual life, impelled by these
messages."

4. On the occasion of the Pope's visit in Croatia, Our
Lady said, "Dear children! Today | am united with you in
a special way, praying for the gift of the presence of my
beloved Son in your homeland. Pray, little children, for
the health of my dearest Son, who is suffering, and
whom | have chosen for these times. | pray and
intercede before my Son, Jesus, so that the dream that
your fathers had may be fulfilled. Pray, little children, in
a special way, because Satan is strong and wants to
destroy hope in your heart. | bless you. Thank you for
having responded to my call." (8.25.1994)

Prayer to Our Lady of Peace

O Mary, Help of Christians,

In our need we tumn to You

With eyes of love, with empty hands

And longing hearts.

We look to You that we may see Your Son,
Our Lord.

We lift our hands that

We may have the Bread of Life.

We open wide our hearts

To receive the Prince of Peace.

Mother of the Church,

Your sons and daughters thank You

For Your trusting word that echoes

Through the ages,

Rising from an empty soul made full of grace,
Prepared by God to welcome

The Word to the world

That the world itself might be rebom.

In You, the reign of God has dawned, -

me."

A reign of grace, peace, love, and justice,
Born from the depths of the Word made flesh.
The Church throughout the world joins You

In praising Him

Whose mercy is from age to age.

O Stella Maris, light of every ocean

And mistress of the deep,

Guide the people of Oceania

Across all dark and stormy seas,

That they may reach the haven of peace and light
Prepared in Him who calmed the sea.

Keep all Your children safe from harm

For the waves are high and we are far from home.
As we set forth upon the oceans of the world,
And cross the deserts of our time,

Show us, O Mary, the fruit of Your womb,

For without Your Son we are lost.

Pray that we will never fail on life's journey,

That in heart and mind, in word and deed,

In days of turmoil and in days of calm,

We will always look to Christ and say,

"Who is this that even wind and sea obey Him?"

Our Lady of Peace, in whom all storms grow still,
Pray at the dawn of the new millennium
That the Church in Oceania

Will not cease to show forth

The glorious face of Your Son,

Full of grace and truth,

So that God will reign in the hearts

Of the Pacific people

And they will find peace

In the world's true Saviour.

Plead for the Church in Oceania

That she may have strength

To follow faithfully the way of Jesus Christ,
To tell courageously the truth of Jesus Christ,
To live joyfully the life of Jesus Christ.

O Help of Christians, protect us!
Bright Star of the Sea, guide us!
Our Lady of Peace, pray for us!

Given in Rome at Saint Peter's, 22 November 2001, the twenty-
JSourth of my Pontificate.
JOANNES PAULUS PP. 11 ¥

The visionary Mirjaﬁa bragicevic-Soldo had daily apparitions from June 24th 1981 to December 25th
1982. During the last daily apparition, Our Lady gave her the 10th secret, and told her that she would
appear to her once a year, on the 18th of March. It has been this way through the years.

This year several thousand pilgrims gathered to pray the Rosary at the Cenacolo Community in Medjugorje.
The apparition lasted from 13:59 to 14:04 and Our Lady gave the following message:

"Dear children! In this Lenten time, I call you to interior renunciation. The way to this leads you
through love, fasting, prayer, and good works. Only with total interior renunciation will you
recognize God's love and the signs of the time in which you live. You will be witnesses of these signs
and will begin to speak about them. I desire to bring you to this. Thank you for having responded to
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JESUS, SIMON OF CYRENE I
S HELPING YOU CARRY THE CROSS

Jesus is at the center of the scene. His strength is
gone. He seems to be drawn to the ground by His own
weight. He looks as if His muscles no longer exist. His
head is tilted to His left with fatigue and it is held up
compassionately by one of the men from the crowd.
The Cyrenian powerfully proceeds forward, but also
shows his compassion towards the Nazarene. This
compassion is that of those who still believe in Jesus.
The other part of humanity is visually absent, but is
present and is symbolized by the falling shoulder,
deformed by the cross and the ugly mocking sign
hanging around Jesus' neck.

In the background, we see the isolated pain of Mary.

From the Bible: He summoned the crowd with
His disciples and said to them: "If a man wishes
to come after me, he must deny his very self, take
up his cross, and follow in my steps. (Mk 8:34)

"Finally, when they had finished making a fool of
Him, they stripped Him of the cloak, dressed Him
in His won clothes, and led Him off to crucifixion.
On their way out they met a Cyrenian named
Simon. This man they pressed into service to
carry the cross. (Mt 27:31-32)

- We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.
- Because by Your Holy Cross, You have redeemed the
world.

Jesus, the meeting with Your Mother strengthened You
and comforted You internally. That is why they gave
You Simon of Cyrene, to carry the cross for You. He
was strong, and he carried the cross willingly. His help
is of great benefit for Your journey of obedience to Your
Father.

You assured Your disciples that they would not be
asked more than their own strength, even when our
strength leaves us to continue our journey. Thank You,
Jesus, that from the example of Simon of Cyrene, | can
learn that even my role is important. Even my spiritual,
intellectual, and physical strength, could be a guarantee
for someone; that he won't be asked more than his own

’FP_EI ol

strength. That is why, with sincerity, | will now put
everything that | have and all | am at the disposal of
those who suffer.

O Jesus, accept me! May my hands extend and help
those who are no longer able to work with their won
hands. May my eyes give light to those who cannot see.
May my feet give help to those who are not able to walk.
May my word give voice to those whom can not speak.
Here | am; take me into Your service.

| am sorry that many times | have not realized where |
could be useful, or that | have not been ready to help,
because | was seduced by my own selfishness. Forgive
me, Father. Often, many people have been left behind,
or have fallen into temptation, because of my idleness in
putting to good use my gifts.

Message: Dear Children! God wants to make
you holy. Therefore, through me He is inviting
you to complete surrender. Let Holy Mass be your
very life. Understand that the Church is God's
palace, the place in which I gather you and want
to show you the way to God. Come and pray!
Neither look to others nor slander them, but
rather let your life be a testimony on the way of
holiness. Churches deserve respect and are set
apart as holy because God, who became man,
dwells in them day and night. Therefore, little
children, believe and pray that your Father
increase your faith, and ask for whatever you need.
I am with you and I rejoice because of your
conversion and I am protecting you with my
motherly mantle.  Thank you for having
responded to my call! (25 April 1988)

- We thank You, O Mary, and we bless You.
- Because by Your sufferings, You helped to redeem the
world.

O Mary, make it so that, even when | have to be apart
from those who suffer, my existence while be a sign that
| love them and that | do not want to abandon them. il



JESUS, VEONICA IS OFFERING YOU A
CLOTH TO WIPE YOUR FACE

Veronica leaves a group of women to go to Jesus. He
turns towards her, so she can wipe His face. The pity of
the women on the left, amongst them Mary, who share
their maternal feeling with those of Veronica, contrasts
with the scom of those who, deaf to every feeling, use
whips and sticks to impede and brutalize the tender,
affectionate, and brave gesture of Veronica. Among the
shouts and the offensive attitudes, instinctively there is
someone who tries to hold up the cross, perhaps to
make less painful this brief rest.

From the Bible: Who is this that comes Srom
Edom, in crimsoned garments, JSrom BozrahThis
one arrayed in majesty, marching in the greatness
of his strength? "It is I, I who announce
vindication, I who am mighty to save. Why is
Your apparel red and your garments like those of
the wine presser? The wine press I have trodden
alone, and of my people there was no one with me.
I trod them in my anger, and trampled them down
in my wrath; their blood spurted on my garments;
all my apparel I stained. For the day of
vengeance was in my heart, my year for
redeeming was at hand. (Is 63:1-4)

- We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.
- Because by Your Holy Cross, You have redeemed the
world.

Jesus, with gratitude and love You lowered Your face so
that Veronica, in her love and gratitude, could wipe it.
And for You, O mother of Sorrows, it was a comfort to
see and know that there were still people who wanted to
help and show their love towards Your Son when You
were prevented from doing so. You were observing this
gesture with much gratitude.

Mary, | know that You were particularly thankful to the
brave Veronica. Therefore, Your pain was united with
hers. Jesus, | pray for the sick and suffering, that they
may accept with gratitude all the help and love they
receive from those who are caring towards them. Grant
patience to all who are sick and to those who are
nursing them. Help all who are close to the sick, so that
in them they may see and experience You. Particularly,
| pray for all who have lost their strength through the

iliness of their close ones. May they renew their love for
You in every glass of water they offer to the sick.

| pray for all hospital staffs, doctors, and nurses so that
they, with love, will serve You and Your sick brothers and
sisters. May those who assist never be on their own.
May You educate, Jesus, through Your Mother Mary, the
hearts of those who love the sick and the suffering and,
with their love, redeem their pain.

Jesus, | pray for all confessors, who, with the strength of
Your grace, are at the service of the reconciliation of men
with the Father. Please help everyone to remember that
the power is in Your hands. After every confession, let
the priest experience the same happiness felt by
Veronica. Let those who go to confession receive with
joy the grace of reconciliation and purification.

Message: Dear Children! From day to day, I wish
to clothe you in holiness, goodness, obedience, and
the love of God, so that from day to day, you can
be more beautiful and better prepared for your
Lord. Dear children, listen to m y messages and live
them. I desire to lead you. Thank you for having
responded to my call! (24 October 1 985)

- We thank You, O Mary, and we bless You.
- Because by Your sufferings, You helped to redeem the
world.

Even You, Mother of Sorrows, found comfort when You
realize that there was still someone who was prepared to
give help and proof of love to Your Son, as You were
unable to do it. | wonder with that kindness You would
have accompanied Veronica's human gesture.

| give You thanks, O Mary, because with Your love You
will be able to help those who, even today through those
who suffer, seek to serve Your Son with love. Amen.

O Mary, Mother of sorrows, intercede for us.

(to be continued) T
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